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'First  the  baths... then  your  bedroom  ’ 

New  York  Locks  Up  the  ‘  Mineshaft  ’ 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
NEW  YORK  —  Citing  the  new 
state  health  code  forbidding  “high 
risk”  sex,  the  city  of  New  York 
closed  the  Mineshaft,  a  West 
Village  gay  men’s  club,  on 
November  7. 

Another  “backroom”  club,  the 


Anvil,  reportedly  closed  voluntari¬ 
ly  on  November  9.  Other 
establishments  where  on-premises 
sex  occurs,  including  the  St. 
Mark’s  Baths,  the  Wall  Street 
Sauna,  and  the  Barracks,  as  well  as 
the  primarily  heterosexual  Plato’s 


Cambridge  Defeats 
Anti-Porn  Ordinance 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  On 
November  5,  voters  here  de¬ 
feated  a  hotly  contested  anti¬ 
pornography  ordinance  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  17)  by  a  3-2 
margin,  and  elected  a  new  city 
council  and  school  committee. 

“We  are  obviously  disap¬ 
pointed  at  the  ordinance’s  de¬ 
feat  because  there  are  women  in 
Cambridge  who  want  to  use  the 
ordinance,”  said  Suzanne 
Melendy,  a  member  of 
Women’s  Alliance  Against 
Pornography  (WAAP),  the 
group  sponsoring  the  ordinance 
as  a  referendum  item.  The  or¬ 
dinance  would  have  allowed 
civil  suits  against  any  persons 
who  “produce,  sell,  exhibit  or 
distribute  pornography.” 

Melendy  added  that 
“WAAP  will  remain  a  viable 
political  force  in  terms  of 
speaking  engagements  and 
educational  projects,”  and  said 
she  is  “pleased  with  the  kind  of 
dialogue  we  generated.” 

Sue  Hyde,  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Feminist  Anti- 


Censorship  Task  Force 
(FACT),  a  group  organized  in 
opposition  to  the  ordinance, 
told  GCN  she  was  “relieved” 
by  its  defeat,  which,  she  said, 
“averted  some  problems  in 
Cambridge  —  attacks  on  our 
more  vulnerable  institutions.” 
Among  other  things,  FACT 
had  argued  that  the  ordinance 
would  likely  be  used  against  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  institutions  and 
publications. 

Hyde  also  said,  “The  issue  of 
violence  against  women  was 
never  really  addressed.”  She 
added  that  FACT  will  be  spon¬ 
soring  a  community  discussion 
on  violence  against  women, 
pornography,  and  the  or¬ 
dinance  campaign  on 
December  3  at  New  Words 
Bookstore  in  Cambridge. 

In  City  Council  elections,  in¬ 
cumbents  Frank  Duehay, 
Saundra  Graham,  and  David 
Sullivan,  endorsed  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  (CLAGA),  won, 
Continued  on  page  3 


Retreat  and  Hellfire  Club,  are 
under  inspection  by  the  City 
Health  Department  and  may  be 
closed,  according  to  an 
anonymous  source.  A  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Health  Department 
refused  to  confirm  or  deny  reports 
as  to  which  clubs  are  being  in¬ 
spected  and  may  be  closed,  but  did 
admit  that  inspections  are  under¬ 
way  and  will  continue. 

The  closure  of  the  Mineshaft 
comes  as  a  result  of  new  health 
regulations  as  promulgated  by  the 
State  Public  Health  Council  in  a 
temporary  60-day  order  on  Oc¬ 
tober  25.  The  regulations,  amen¬ 
ding  the  State  Sanitary  Code,  em¬ 
power  local  authorities  to  close 
any  bar,  bathhouse,  or  other  place 
allowing  “high  risk”  sex  to  occur 
on  its  premises,  supposedly  to  halt 
the  spread  of  AIDS.  The  revised 
code  defines  “high  risk”  sex  as 
anal  intercourse  and  fellatio. 

This  definition  is  in  sharp 
distinction  to  what  AIDS  activists 
have  generally  considered  safe  and 
unsafe  sex.  Risk  reduction 


guidelines  as  written  by  the  New 
York  Physicians  for  Human 
Rights  and  distributed  by  the  New 
York-based  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  (GMHC)  include  acts  which 
involve  the  exchange  of  bodily 
fluids  such  as  semen,  urine,  and 
feces.  The  guidelines  specifically  list 
as  high  risk:  anal  intercourse 
without  a  condom,  and  rimming, 
noting  that,  “Wearing  a  condom 
may  reduce  the  risk  of  transmitting 
diseases  between  partners.”  The 
New  York  state  regulation  thus  ex¬ 
cludes  activities  generally  regarded 
as  high  risk,  while  including  ac¬ 
tivities  that  with  proper  precau¬ 
tions  may  be  of  lesser  risk. 

At  the  request  of  the  city,  State 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Jawn  A. 
Sandifer  issued  an  order 
November  6,  closing  the 
Mineshaft  pending  a  hearing  set 
for  November  12.  In  its  request, 
the  city  not  only  cited  the  state 
regulations,  but  also  alleged  that 
the  Mineshaft  was  a  “public 
nuisance”  and  that  it  operated 
without  a  liquor  license.  The  city 


based  its  request  in  part  on  the 
sworn  affidavits  of  three  city 
health  inspectors,  who  say  they 
witnessed  “high  risk”  sex  at  the 
club  on  November  1,  2,  and  3. 

At  the  November  12  hearing, 
the  State  Supreme  Court  ordered 
the  club  closed  for  one  year.  The 
owners  of  the  Mineshaft,  DAJ 
Real  Estate  Management  Cor¬ 
poration,  did  not  appear  at  the 
hearing  and  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment. 

Although  some  activists  have 
alleged  that  the  state  sex  regula¬ 
tions  have  less  to  do  with  stopping 
the  spread  of  AIDS  than  with  con¬ 
trolling  the  behavior  of  gay  men, 
Marvin  Bogner,  Assistant  Com¬ 
missioner  for  the  New  York  City 
Department  of  Health,  denied 
this.  “We  are  simply  complying 
with  recently  established  sections 
of  the  State  Sanitary  Code,”  said 
Bogner,  “and  we  have  inspected 
numerous  establishments, 
homosexual  and  heterosexual.” 

“Too  much  attention  is  being 
Continued  on  page  2 


‘Straight  Slate,’  Welch 
Go  Down  in  Houston  Race 


By  Regina  Gillis 
HOUSTON,  TX  —  In  a  setback 
for  anti-gay  forces  here,  two-term 
mayoral  incumbent  Kathy  Whit¬ 
mire  defeated  Louie  Welch,  59  to 
41  percent,  in  the  city’s  general 
election,  Tuesday,  November  5. 

Welch,  former  five-term  mayor 
from  1964  to  1973  and  former 


Lesbians  Demonstrate  at 
‘Dyke-Bashing’  Hearing 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

LYNN,  MA  —  Protesting 
violence  against  women,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  against  lesbians,  approx¬ 
imately  one  dozen  women  picket¬ 
ed  and  distributed  flyers  outside  of 
the  Lynn  District  Courthouse  dur¬ 
ing  the  probable  cause  hearing  of 
Lee  Cunningham,  the  alleged  at¬ 
tacker  of  Linda  Nichols.  (See 
GCN ,  Vol.  13,  No.  13.)  The  pro¬ 
bable  cause  hearing,  held  Wednes¬ 
day,  November  13,  is  necessary  for 
a  defendant  to  issue  a  complaint  in 
a  case  where  a  crime  was  not  wit¬ 
nessed  by  police  officers. 

According  to  Shastine  Keeney,  a 
participant  in  the  picket,  women 
chose  to  protest  outside  of  the 
hearing  because,  “We  felt  that  it  is 
imperative  that  we  not  let  another 
attack  against  a  woman  and  a  les¬ 
bian  go  by  unnoticed.  We  demand 
that  both  the  courts  and  the  public 
respond  appropriately.” 

In  the  hearing,  which  was  closed 
to  the  public,  Nichols  issued  a 
complaint  of  assault  and  battery 
against  Cunningham,  whom  she 
accused  of  attacking  her  without 
provocation  and  brutally  beating 
her  up.  A  charge  of  assault  and 
battery  is  a  misdemeanor,  punish¬ 
able  by  up  to  two  and  one-half 
years  in  a  county  house  of  correc¬ 
tions. 

As  a  result  of  the  probable  cause 
hearing,  Cunningham  will  be  ar¬ 
raigned  on  December  13  at  the 


Lesbians  demonstrate  at  hearing  in  Lynn,  Mass. 


Lynn  District  Court  House.  At 
that  time  he  will  be  given  a  trial 
date. 

According  to  Nichol’s  lawyer, 
Katherine  Triantifillou,  Nichols 
may  decide  to  press  charges  of 
assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon,  a  felony.  The 
definition  of  a  weapon  may  in¬ 
clude  any  instrument  which  is  used 


in  an  assault  in  a  way  that  it  is  not 
generally  used.  In  this  case,  since 
Nichols  reported  that  Cunning¬ 
ham  kicked  her  repeatedly  with  his 
shoe,  the  weapon  would  be  “a 
shod  foot.” 

If  charged  with  a  felony,  Cun¬ 
ningham  could  face  two-and-one- 
half  years  or  more  at  a  state 
prison. 


Chamber  of  Commerce  chairman, 
ran  primarily  on  a  campaign  of 
gay-baiting,  backed  by  a  self-de¬ 
scribed  “Straight  Slate”  of  eight 
city  council  candidates  trying  to 
oust  council  incumbents  who  had 
backed  a  lesbian/gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  last  year. 

Ray  Hill,  a  founder  and  current 
board  member  of  the  city’s  Gay 
Political  Caucus,  noted  that 
Welch’s  defeat  was  not  surprising. 
“In  spite  of  all  the  polls  that  were 
constantly  in  the  media... [stating 
that]  gay-baiting  was  not  going  to 
be  a  definitive  issue  [in  the  minds 
of  the  voters],  most  of  Mr. 
Welch’s  campaign  was  focused  on 
attacks  on  the  gay  community...,” 
he  said.  Hill  referred  specifically  to 
a  recent  Houston  Post  pre-election 
poll  in  which  only  eleven  percent 
of  the  respondents  cited  “moral 
standards”  as  a  political  issue  in 
the  race. 

Welch’s  campaign  reached  its 
peak  of  virulence  when  the  former 
mayor  proposed  on  television  to 
“shoot  the  queers”  to  stop  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  Welch  claimed 
the  comment  was  just  “horsing 
around,”  and  likened  it  to 
Reagan’s  faux  pas  about  bombing 
the  Russians.  Welch  claims  he  did 
not  know  the  camera  was  “on” 
when  he  made  the  statement. 

While  Welch  also  attacked 
Whitmire’s  fiscal  management 
and  her  failure  to  successfully 
reorganize  the  Houston  police 
department,  he  prioritized 
criticism  of  her  1984  backing  of 
the  now-rescinded  human  rights 
ordinance  for  gay  and  lesbian 
municipal  employees. 

The  ordinance,  first  passed  by 
the  City  Council  June  19,  1984, 
was  later  rescinded  January  19, 
1985,  when  the  Council,  faced 
with  61,400  signatures  to  repeal 
the  ordinance,  opted  to  turn  it 
over  to  the  voters  in  a  citywide 
referendum.  The  ordinance  was 
overwhelmingly  defeated,  82  to  18 
percent. 


Welch  and  the  “Straight”  can¬ 
didates  also  played  up  Whitmire’s 
1982  mayoral  victory  celebration 
in  a  Houston  gay  bar,  claiming 
that  Whitmire  had  failed  to  por¬ 
tray  Houston  as  a  city  where 
“business  and  industry  would 
want  to  bring  their  people  to  live.” 

Of  the  “Straight”  City  Council 
candidates  running  against  the 
eight  incumbents,  only  one,  Jim 
Kennedy,  was  able  to  shake  away  a 
majority  vote  from  incumbent 
Judson  Robinson,  the  first  Black 
person  elected  to  City  Council  in 
Houston’s  history.  Robinson  fell 
less  than  one  percentage  point 
from  a  simple  majority  vote  with 
49.8  percent,  while  Kennedy  re¬ 
ceived  a  surprising  29.6  percent  of 
the  vote.  A  run-off  election  be¬ 
tween  Kennedy  and  Robinson  is 
scheduled  for  Tuesday,  November 
26,  to  coincide  with  the  city’s 
school  committee  elections. 

Whitmire  is  regarded  by  many 
Houston  gay  activists  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive  with  a  strong  commitment 
to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
although  she  carefully  avoided  gay 
and  lesbian  issues  by  focusing  her 
campaign  on  other  topics,  in¬ 
cluding  unemployment  and  the 
economic  slump  spurred  by  the 
lagging  oil  and  gas  industries. 

“The  way  she  responded  to  any 
of  the  multitude  of  Welch 
attacks,”  said  Hill,  “was  that  all 
citizens  should  be  treated 
equally.  She  has  not  laid  down  any 
foundation  in  defense  of  the  gay 
community,”  he  added. 

Hill  described  Whitmire  as  a 
“Dianne  Feinstein-type  person” 
who  has  bowed  to  political 
pressure  on  volatile  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  her  decision  to  support  an 
ordinance  regulating  adult 
bookstores.  The  ordinance  passed 
last  August,  instituting  a  system  of 
new  permits  and  fees  and  requiring 
structural  changes  in  bookstore  ar¬ 
cades. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Forum  Looks  at  Fear  among  Health 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Education  was  the 
primary  theme  of  an  AIDS  con¬ 
ference  here,  November  8,  attend¬ 
ed  by  approximately  800  doctors 
and  2000  nurses  and  health  and 
public  service  personnel.  The  con¬ 
ference,  presented  by  Harvard 
Medical  School,  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  New  England  Deaconess 
Hospital,  City  of  Boston  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Hospitals,  and 
the  National  Institute  of  Allergy 
and  Infectious  Diseases,  addressed 
medical  and  political  aspects  of 
AIDS,  as  well  as  attitudes  of 
health  workers  and  the  general 
public  towards  people  with  AIDS. 

Current  epidemiological 
statistics  available  on  the  incidence 
of  AIDS  were  presented  by  Dr. 
Howard  Jaffe,  chief  of 
epidemiology  for  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  in  Atlanta. 
As  of  October  1985,  said  Jaffe, 
14,500  cases  of  AIDS  had  been 
reported  to  the  CDC.  That 
number  is  expected  to  double  in 
the  year.  According  to  CDC 
statistics,  for  every  person  with 
AIDS,  there  are  five  to  ten  times  as 
many  people  with  AIDS-Related 
Complex  (ARC).  A  study  done  by 
the  CDC  and  the  San  Francisco 
Health  Department  found  that  of 
people  who  tested  positive  for  the 
HTLV-III  virus,  five  to  ten  per¬ 
cent  developed  AIDS  over  a  five- 
year  period. 

Citing  a  study  of  137  children 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
policy  on  foster  care  placements 
which  virtually  eliminates  gay  men 
and  lesbians  as  potential  foster 
parents  will  likely  be  adopted  into 
Department  of  Social  Services 
(DSS)  regulations  as  originally 
spelled  out  by  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion  officials  last  May,  according 
to  members  of  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee.  A  public 
protest  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
November  25,  at  the  State  House 
to  present  testimony  against  the 
policy. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC),  organized  to 
protest  the  policy,  has  monitored 
the  regulation  adoption  process 

Mineshaft 
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put  on  the  bars  and  the  baths,” 
said  Lori  Behrman  of  GMHC, 
‘‘when  our  primary  tool  [for 
fighting  the  spread  of  AIDS]  is 
education.”  Behrman  argued  that 
“buildings  don’t  spread  AIDS, 
people  do”;  that  bathhouses  and 
bars  can  serve  as  a  means  of 
educating  people  about  high  risk 
sex  and  AIDS;  and  that  if  baths 
and  bars  are  closed,  people  will 
continue  to  have  unsafe  sex 
without  direct  access  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  about  safe  sex  often 
available  in  bars  and  baths. 

“You  know,  with  closing  a 
bathhouse,  it’s  easy  for  politicians 
to  say,  ‘Here,  I’ve  done  something 


who  live  in  close  contact  with  sibl¬ 
ings  who  have  AIDS,  Dr.  Ayre 
Rubinstein,  Professor  of 
Pediatrics  at  Albert  Einstein  Col¬ 
lege  in  New  York  City,  stressed 
that  AIDS  has  not  been  known  to 
be  transmitted  through  sharing 
beds,  toothbrushes,  or  contact 
with  soiled  sheets  or  diapers. 

The  low  communicability  of 
AIDS  through  close,  everyday 
contact  was  also  substantiated  by  a 
CDC  study  that  observed  101 
family  members  in  families  where 
one  person  had  AIDS.  In  this 
study,  there  was  no  transmission 
of  AIDS  within  any  of  the  test 
families  except  for  in  one  family 
where  a  child  whose  mother  had 
AIDS  contracted  the  disease.  In 
this  instance,  the  child  was  born 
with  a  weak  immune  system  and  it 
was  not  clear  if  the  mother  had 
AIDS  when  the  child  was  born. 

Despite  the  clear  evidence  that 
AIDS  is  not  easily  transmitted,  Dr. 
Caiazza,  a  physician  from  New 
York  City  who  works  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  with  persons  with  AIDS, 
stated  that  the  irrational  fear  of 
contracting  AIDS  through  casual 
contact  aggravates  the  growing 
medical  crisis  in  cities  with  large 
numbers  of  people  with  AIDS. 
“New  York  can’t  take  care  of  its 
present  case  load  and  one  AIDS 
patient  equals  two  beds  for  all 
practical  purposes,”  said  Caiazza, 
referring  to  the  unwillingness  of 
most  hospital  patients  to  share  a 


since  hearings  on  the  policy  were 
held  in  Worcester  on  August  22. 
Cathy  Hoffman,  GLDC  member, 
noted  that  despite  nearly  60  people 
testifying  against  it,  “Dukakis 
seems  determined  to  stick  by  this 
policy  and  ignore  the  vast  amount 
of  clinical  data  supporting  case- 
by-case  placements,  as  well  as  the 
overwhelming  grassroots  op¬ 
position  to  his  policy.” 

The  anti-gay/lesbian  foster  care 
policy,  widely  attritubed  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Michael  Dukakis,  became  a 
central  issue  for  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  after  two  young  boys  were 
removed  from  the  home  of  an 
openly  gay  male  couple  last  spring. 
The  Boston  Globe,  among  others, 


about  AIDS,”’  Behrman  ob¬ 
served,  “but  developing  a  good 
educational  program  is  harder  to 
point  to,  and  harder  to  do.” 

Surprisingly  little  public  protest 
has  been  organized  around  the 
closing  of  the  Mineshaft. 
However,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Anti-Defamation  League  will  hold 
a  town  meeting  on  November  14, 
in  part  to  discuss  the  new  sex 
regulations.  A  flyer  for  the  event 
expresses  the  concerns  of  some: 
“First  the  Baths,  Then  the  Bars, 
Then  your  Books,  Then  your 
Bedroom.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


room  with  a  person  with  AIDS. 

“Doctors  are  [also]  afraid  to 
work  with  persons  with  AIDS,” 
Caiazza  said,  stating  that  fear  of 
contracting  the  disease  and 
stigmatization  of  people  with 
AIDS  are  leading  factors  in  the 
hesitancy  of  doctors. 

Caiazza  did  not  speak  directly 
about  the  effect  that  homophobia 
has  on  doctors’  unwillingness  to 
work  with  people  with  AIDS. 
Homophobia  was  not  addressed 
until  midway  through  the  con¬ 
ference  when  Michael  Hennessey, 
a  sheriff  for  the  San  Francisco 
police  department,  spoke.  Hen¬ 
nessey  told  an  anecdote  about 
twenty  of  his  deputy  sheriffs  who 
signed  a  petition  asking  for  a 
danger-free  work  environment, 
i.e.,  free  from  working  with 
prisoners  or  co-workers  who  have 
AIDS. 

In  response  to  the  petition,  his 
department  focused  on  staff 
education  via  meetings,  newslet¬ 
ters,  and  videotapes  regarding 
AIDS.  In  the  course  of  this  educa¬ 
tion,  ‘‘We  had  to  address 
homophobia  head  on,”  said  Hen¬ 
nessey.  “AIDS  is  caused  by  a 
virus,  not  a  lifestyle.” 

Not  all  of  Hennessey’s  staff 
were  uneducated  about  AIDS.  A 
second  petition  was  circulated  in 
the  department  stating:  “We 
would  like  it  to  be  known  that  we 
are  not  as  simple  minded  as  those 
of  you  who  ask  for  a  safe  working 


Policy 


called  for  establishment  of  a  policy 
giving  preference  to  families  com¬ 
posed  of  a  man  and  woman  mar¬ 
ried  to  each  other  and  living  with 
their  biological  children.  On  Mav 
24,  Secretary  of  Human  Services 
Phil  Johnston  complied,  announc¬ 
ing  a  preferencial  ranking  of  foster 
families,  with  lesbians  and  gay 
men  being  the  least  preferred. 

Hoffman  told  GCN  that  the 
GLDC  planned  the  November  25 
“Day  of  Protest”  to  raise  public 
awareness  about  the  hearings  in 
Worcester  and  to  “finally  reach 
the  Governor  who,  we  believe,  has 
not  read  or  seen  the  transcript  of 
testimony  from  Worcester.” 

Jane  Apruzzese,  a  DSS 
spokesperson,  said  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  legal  team  is  in  the  last 
stages  of  rewriting  the  proposed 
final  draft  of  the  regulations. 
Apruzzese  declined  to  comment 
on  whether  the  foster  care  regula¬ 
tion,  numbered  7.101,  had  been 
modified  as  a  result  of  testimony 
presented  in  Worcester  or  any 
other  objections  to  it.  “There  were 
several  changes  as  a  result  of  the 
hearings,  but  it  is  premature  to 
comment  on  specifics.” 

Hoffman,  however,  told  GCN 
that  sources  within  DSS  indicate 
the  foster  care  policy  will  be 
adopted  as  formulated  by  Dukakis 
and  Johnston.  “Information  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Defense  Committee 
tells  us  that  Governor  Dukakis 
does  not  yet  acknowledge  his 
policy  is  homophboic  and  harmful 
to  children.  It’s  important  that  we 
create  another  strong  presence  in 
the  State  House  to  show  the 
Governor  that  neither  the  issue  nor 
we  have  evaporated.” 

Hoffman  encouraged  persons 
coming  to  the  demonstration  to 
bring  toy  dolls  which  will  be  used 
in  a  guerrilla  theater  piece  sym¬ 
bolizing  the  harmful  effects  of  the 
policy.  The  event  will  get  under¬ 
way  at  1:00  p.m.  with  a  public 
hearing  of  the  testimony  followed 
by  a  5:00  p.m.  press  conference 
and  guerrilla  theater.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  628-6007. 


environment.  As  we  work  with 
rapists,  murders  and  people  with 
infectious  diseases,  we  find  it 
presumptuous  to  ask  for  a  safe 
working  environment.” 

Hennessey  reported  less  panic 
among  prisoners  than  staff. 
Prisoners  tended  to  be  better 
educated  about  AIDS,  and  Hen¬ 
nessey  theorized  that  they  were 
more  sympathetic  to  people  in 
trouble. 

Homophobia  among  health 
workers  was  addressed  by  Dr.  Carl 
O’Donnell,  of  New  England 
Deaconess  Hospital  in  Boston, 
who  has  completed  a  study  of 
health  workers  who  work  with  a 
large  proportion  of  AIDS  patients. 
Staff  members  were  given  a  survey 
that  questioned  their  knowledge 
and  attitudes  towards  their  fear  of 
AIDS  and  their  attitudes  about 
job-related  stress.  Of  those  ques¬ 
tioned,  fifteen  percent  stated  that 
“AIDS  patients  offend  me  moral¬ 
ly,”  41  percent  believed  that  a 
hospital  worker  should  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  work  with  a  person  with 
AIDS,  and  42  percent  agreed  with 
the  statement,  “If  I  got  AIDS,  I 
would  worry  that  other  people 
would  think  I  was  a  homosexual.” 

O’Donnell  expressed  shock  at 
the  lack  of  education  revealed  by 
these  statistics,  particularly  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  last  one,  as  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  participants  in  the  study 
were  women  and  are  not  in  a  high 
risk  group  for  AIDS. 

O’Donnell  said  the  study  clearly 
proved  that  the  more  negative  the 
feelings  workers  had  about 
homosexuality,  the  more  they 
feared  acquiring  AIDS. 

An  analysis  of  homophobia 
within  a  political  context  was  ab¬ 
sent  in  a  number  of  speakers’  sug¬ 
gestions  about  how  transmission 
of  AIDS  can  be  curtailed.  Jaffe 
stated  that  as  no  one  knows  when  a 
cure  to  AIDS  may  be  found,  we 
need  “education  to  promote 
behavioral  change  to  reduce  the 
virus.  Gay  men  will  have  to  make 
serious  changes  in  their  lifestyles, 
IV  drug  users  will  have  to  stop  us¬ 
ing  drugs  and  heterosexuals  will 
have  to  avoid  unprotected  sex.” 

Caiazza  called  for  people  “not 
to  promote  businesses  that  pro¬ 
mote  behavior  that  is  high  risk.” 
While  he  stated  opposition  to 
quarantines,  he  followed  this 
statement  with  an  anecdote  about 
a  person  with  AIDS  who,  after 
leaving  Caiazza’s  office,  was  plan¬ 
ning  a  trip  to  the  baths.  This  anec¬ 
dote  was  left  with  an  open-ended 
question,  “What  is  a  doctor’s  re- 


Workers 

sponsibility  in  these  cases?” 

Jaffe’s  statement  was  indirectly 
addressed  to  Dr.  Jill  Joseph,  an 
assistant  professor  of 
epidemiology  at  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Joseph  advised  her  col¬ 
leagues  to  use  caution  if  they  felt  it 
necessary  to  give  lectures  to  people 
with  AIDS  about  the  need  for 
behavioral  changes.  “We  need  to 
understand  that  however  well- 
intentioned  we  are,  we  are  working 
in  a  historical  context.  You  may 
feel  you  are  doing  the  best  you  can 
by  recommending  behavioral 
changes,  but  you  have  to 
remember  that  those  same  recom¬ 
mendations  have  been  made  to  gay 
men  for  less  well-intentioned 
reasons.” 

The  broader  politics  of  AIDS 
research  and  media  attention  to 
AIDS  was  addressed  by  Marshall 
Forstein,  who  noted,  “AIDS  was 
not  seen  as  a  serious  illness  when 
gay  men  had  the  disease,  but  [only] 
when  people  got  AIDS  through 
transfusion.  Many  died  before 
transfusion  was  seen  as  a  mode  of 
acquiring  AIDS.  The  social 
climate  pushed  people  to  develop 
an  antibody  test  when  a  popula¬ 
tion  ‘who  was  doing  what  they 
shouldn’t’  contaminated  the 
general  population.” 

Homophobia  in  relationship  to 
AIDS  was  very  clear  to  speakers 
John  Pascarelli  and  Jimmy  Mac¬ 
Intyre,  gay  men  who  both  have 
AIDS.  “We’re  not  talking  about 
our  rights  anymore,”  said 
Pascarelli,  a  40-year-old  Boston 
resident.  “We  are  talking  about 
our  lives.  If  we  don’t  stand  up  for 
ourselves,  no  one  will.” 

Since  Pascarelli  was  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  eight  weeks  ago,  he  has 
been  refused  services  for  extrac¬ 
tion  of  teeth  at  a  hospital  in  the 
greater  Boston  area.  In  addition, 
he  said  his  sister  told  him  that  he 
should  go  to  church  and  beg 
forgiveness  for  being  gay. 

MacIntyre,  a  25-year-old 
Boston  resident,  said  that  he  had 
observed  many  gay  men  who,  after 
being  diagnosed  with  AIDS, 
found  that  support  from  friends, 
family,  and  co-workers  vanished. 
He  noted  that  he  was  fortunate  in 
that  this  was  not  his  experience. 
“When  I  was  diagnosed,  I  was 
more  able  to  deal  with  it.  I  was 
working  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  I  had  the  ability  to 
replace  my  fear  with  information. 
I  was  able  to  educate  my  friends 
and  family.” 


New  Hampshire,  Connecticut 

Plastic  Fetuses 
Prove  Unpopular 


By  Sharon  Vardatira 
BRISTOL,  CT  —  Voters  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  and  Derry  and 
Dover,  New  Hampshire  de¬ 
cisively  defeated  a  non-binding 
referendum  to  overturn  the 
1973  Supreme  Court  decision 
legalizing  abortion. 

Peg  Dobbie,  New  Hampshire 
National  Abortion  Rights  Ac¬ 
tion  League  (NARAL)  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  was  not  sur¬ 
prised  by  voter  response.  “We 
were  convinced  that  people 
would  vote  ‘no’  once  they 
understood  the  intent  of  the 
referendum.  Still,  it  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  have  solid  vic¬ 
tories  in  such  traditionally  con¬ 
servative  communities.” 

Anti-choice  forces  were 
especially  active  in  Bristol 
where  photographs  and  plastic 
replicas  of  fetuses  were 


distributed  to  local  households. 
In  addition,  a  float  featuring  a 
25-foot  fetus  was  entered  in 
Bristol’s  annual  Mums  Festival. 

Mary  Ann  Edman,  sponsor 
of  Derry’s  referendum,  blamed 
the  results  on  pro-choice  lobby¬ 
ing  and  unclear  wording  of  the 
question:  “Should  the 

Supreme  Court  decision 
regarding  abortion  be  over¬ 
turned?”  Edman  added,  “It 
took  a  long  time  to  overturn  the 
Dred  Scott  decision  to  end 
slavery.  We  are  in  a  similar 
situation  and  will  just  have  to 
increase  education.” 

The  referendum  was  op¬ 
posed  by  56  percent  of  the 
voters  in  Bristol,  60  percent  in 
Derry,  and  65  percent  in  Dover. 
—filed  from  Concord,  N.H. 


Nov.  25  Demo  to  Protest 
Unchanged  Foster 
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Nairobi:  A  Challenge  to  ‘First  World’  Bias 


By  Pam  Mitchell 

MEDFORD,  MA  —  “I  was  literally  a  blithering  idiot.  I 
kept  getting  waylaid,  swept  away  by  the  color,  the  dances.... 
It’s  a  wonder  I  made  it  to  any  [of  the  organized]  workshops 
at  all.” 

Such  was  the  vitality  and  spontaneity  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  End  of  the  Decade  on  Women  non-governmental 
organization  (NGO)  conference  this  past  summer  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  in  the  words  of  Black  Boston  area  activist 
D.E.  Dale  at  a  Tufts  University  symposium  on  November  1 . 
Dale’s  enthusiasm  was  echoed  by  six  other  speakers,  whose 
brief  personal  testimonies  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  many 
of  the  hundreds  of  women  crammed  into  a  Tufts  dining  hall 
for  a  report -back  luncheon.  The  report-back,  one  of  many 
similar-events  occurring  across  the  U.S.  this  fall,  was  the 
centerpiece  of  a  day-long  symposium  entitled  ‘‘Western 
Feminism  and  Third  World  Women.”  The  forum  was 
organized  in  response  to  the  challenge  of  the  Third  World 
presence  at  the  NGO:  that  is,  the  need  to  surmount  the  tradi¬ 
tional  white,  Western,  middle-class  biases  that  pervade  the 
U.S.  women’s  movement  in  order  to  unite  around  issues 
that  are  relevant  to  women  from  around  the  globe. 

The  majority  of  the  over  13,000  women  attending  the 
NGO  were  Third  World  women;  an  estimated  40  percent  of 
the  U.S.  women  attending  were  women  of  color.  An  official 
governmental  End  of  the  Decade  conference,  held  concur¬ 
rently  with  the  NGO,  had  a  U.S.  delegation  funded  by 
millions  in  U.S.  tax  dollars  and  headed  by  Maureen  Reagan, 
who  had  strict  orders  from  her  father  to  stick  to  ‘‘women’s 
issues”  (i.e.,  issues  untainted  by  political  or  economic 
realities).  The  message  of  the  NGO  was  that  for  most  of  the 
world’s  women,  the  category  of  “women’s  issues”  is  mean¬ 
ingless  unless  it  embraces  issues  of  economic  and  political 
survival  and  cultural  diversity. 

This  point  was  made  repeatedly  by  women  at  the 
luncheon  report-back  and  by  participants  in  the  three  ses¬ 
sions  that  made  up  the  remainder  of  the  Tufts  symposium. 
The  underlying  question  of  the  day  was,  in  the  words  of 
Tufts  sociology  professor  Susan  Ostrander  in  an  afternoon 
panel,  is  there  “an  identifiable  social  class  of  women” 
whose  common  interests  stretch  across  race,  class,  and  inter¬ 
national  boundaries?  And,  if  so,  how  will  those  common  in¬ 
terests  be  defined  and  who  will  define  them?  These  ques¬ 
tions  laced  through  the  day’s  activities,  beginning  with  a 
slideshow  and  discussion  of  the  economic  role  of  women  in 
parts  of  India  and  Africa  entitled  “Different  Economies: 
Different  Problems  for  Women,”  followed  by  a  morning 
panel  discussion  on  ethnocentricity  in  approaches  to  study¬ 
ing  women’s  literature,  and  an  afternoon  potpourri  of 
voices  gathered  loosely  under  the  rubric  “Are  All  Issues 
Women’s  Issues?” 

Though  most  of  fhe  women  who  came  to  the  Tufts  sym¬ 
posium  to  hear  these  questions  were  white  academics  and 
other  professional  women,  the  racial,  class,  and  national 
composition  of  the  panels  was  diverse  and  stimulating. 


In  the  opening  session,  Tufts  anthropologist  Miriam 
Goheen  spoke  of  the  lives  of  the  women  agriculturalists  she 
has  encountered  in  Kenya  and  Cameroon,  while  Leela 
Gulati,  a  fellow  at  the  Center  for  Development  Studies  in 
the  Indian  state  of  Kerala,  spoke  about  rural  women  in  her 
country.  According  to  Goheen,  in  most  parts  of  Africa  it  is 
the  women  who  do  most  of  the  physical  labor  and  are 
responsible  for  farming  and  most  petty  trade  in  addition  to 
childcare  and  household  maintenance.  “When  you  shake 
hands  with  a  woman  [in  Africa],”  she  said,  “you  shake 
hands  with  callouses.  Most  men’s  hands  are  soft.”  But 
white  colonial  administrators  and  the  male-dominated 
governments  that  replaced  them  have  offered  training, 
grants,  and  incentives  to  men,  who  then  either  make  no  use 


of  such  “development”  aid  or  else  use  it  to  compete  with  the 
women,  who  nonetheless  remain  responsible  for  feeding  the 
children.  Failure  to  focus  rural  development  plans  on 
women,  the  real  breadwinners,  thus  has  the  effect  of  pro¬ 
moting  further  impoverishment. 

Similarly,  Gulati  reported  that,  though  Kerala  is  a  leftist 
state,  with  free  medicine,  a  high  literacy  rate  among 
children,  and  organized  labor,  poverty  is  still  the  major 
obstacle  facing  its  citizens,  and  agricultural  women  are  still 
“the  poorest  of  the  poor.”  Jobs  are  sex-typed,  Gulati  said, 
and  men’s  wages  are  much  higher  than  women’s,  though 
women  are  responsible  for  the  health  and  care  of  the 
children.  Development  programs  cannot  succeed  without 
actively  including  women;  yet  no  program  or  movement 
aimed  at  women  can  have  significant  impact  on  the  lives  of 
Indian  women  without  addressing  the  underlying  issue  of 
lack  of  resources  affecting  all  people  in  Kerala. 

“African  women  could  have  written  the  guidebook  for 
sisterhood,”  Goheen  concluded.  They  are  self-aware  and 
mutually  supportive,  taking  pride  in  being  the  backbone  of 
their  communities.  But  the  focus  of  many  bourgeois 
Western  feminists  on  psychological  issues  of  self-worth  and 
personal  fulfillment  have  little  meaning  to  women  working 
long  hours  just  to  keep  their  families  alive. 


The  second  panel  was  a  lively  and  often  humorous  ex¬ 
ploration  of  international  perspectives  in  analyzing 
women’s  fiction.  Jumping  off  from  Black  feminist  Barbara 
Smith’s  critique  of  The  Madwoman  in  the  Attic,  the  study 
of  women’s  literary  criticism,  panelists  discussed  the  class 
and  Western  bias  of  that  book’s  interpretation  of  women’s 
lives  and  women’s  fiction,  using  analyses  of  Jane  Eyre  and 
Jean  Rhys’s  Wide  Sargasso  Sea  as  examples. 

This  discussion  was  followed  by  a  presentation  by  Lynda 
Shaffer,  professor  of  history  at  Tufts,  whose  “accidental” 
discovery  of  a  Japanese  classic  led  her  to  ask  some  probing 
questions.  “How  can  you  be  derivative  if  you’re  the  first 
one?”  she  asked  the  audience,  speaking  of  criticisms  leveled 
at  the  first  novelist  ever,  Lady  Murasaki  of  Japan,  whose 
11th  century  novel  Tale  of  Genji  has  been  compared  with 
later  classics  penned  by  men  when  it  has  been  noticed  at  all. 
“Western  feminists  have  ignored  Murasaki  because  she’s 
Japanese.  They  think  it’s  more  [significant]  that  she’s 
Japanese  than  that  she’s  a  woman  and  that  she’s  the  first 
[novelist].”  Shaffer  went  on,  “What  is  more  important  to 
feminist  literary  critics  —  nationality  or  gender?  If  gender  is 
your  primary  concern,  you  can’t  assume  that  Third  World 
women  have  nothing  to  say  about  women’s  experience.” 

The  literary  panel  was  followed  by  the  luncheon  report- 
back,  where  seven  women  were  given  seven  minutes  each  to 
discuss  their  own  experiences  in  Nairobi,  the  time-limit  ad¬ 
ding  a  sense  of  urgency  to  the  presentations.  Four  of  the 
presenters  —  Barbara  Arnwine,  Fahamisha  Brown,  Judith 
Nelson  Dilday,  and  D.E.  Dale  —  are  members  of  Passage  to 
Kenya,  a  confederation  of  about  40  Black  women  who 
banded  together  to  raise  funds  to  make  the  journey  to 
Africa  to,  as  Brown  put  it,  reaffirm  “spiritual  ties  to  my 
own  motherland.” 

Other  speakers  —  including  Rasha  Warah,  a  woman  of 
Asian  descent  who  was  raised  in  Nairobi  —  described  infor¬ 
mal  and  often  humorous  meetings  over  language  barriers,  a 
quad  teeming  with  different  languages  and  different  dress, 
an  acre  of  “tools  and  tech”  displaying  items  such  as  stoves 
from  all  over  the  world. 

The  final  panel,  “Are  All  Issues  Women’s  Issues?”  was 
unfocused  and  brought  together  a  variety  of  women  with  a 
variety  of  agendas,  though  all  seemed  to  agree  that  the 
Western  concept  of  “women’s  issues”  cannot  be  applied 
globally.  Susan  Ostrander,  a  white  sociology /anthropology 


professor  at  Tufts,  spoke  about  how  her  working-class 
background  helped  bring  her  to  feminism  and  a  global 
perspective,  and  expressed  hope  that  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  will  embrace  class  and  survival  issues.  “Poverty  could 
be  one  of  the  issues  which  could  unite  women,”  Ostrander 
suggested. Even  many  middle-class,  college-educated  white 
women  are  at  risk  for  poverty  in  these  days  of  the  so-called 
“feminization  of  poverty,”  a  trend  she  said  could  be  de¬ 
scribed  more  accurately  as  “the  impoverization  of  women.” 

The  next  speaker,  Pakistani  student  Uzma  Shankir,  urged 
U.S.  people  not  to  think  of  Islam  as  a  monolith,  and  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  contradictions  within  many  Muslim  cultures, 
where  women  have  substantial  power  in  some  respects  while 
being  very  oppressed  in  other  ways. 

Peg  McCarthy,  a  white  clerical  worker  at  Tufts,  spoke  of 
the  need  for  comparable  worth  and  labor  organizing  among 
office  workers,  while  Jane  Schaller,  the  “chairman”  of  the 
Pediatrics  Department  of  New  England  Medical  Center, 
spoke  of  myriad  things,  including  the  appalling  conditions 
she  observed  on  her  recent  tour  of  South  Africa. 

The  last  panelist  to  speak  was  Leila  Fawaz,  a  Lebanese 
woman  who  is  now  a  professor  of  history  at  Tufts.  She 
spoke  out  angrily  about  how  the  contempt  of  Western 
feminists  toward  the  status  of  women  in  the  Arab  world  is 
inseparable  from  their  contempt  for  her  culture  in  general, 
and  how  this  makes  it  difficult  for  Eastern  women  to  be 
open  to  learning  anything  at  all  from  the  West.  Describing 
conditions  in  a  typical  impoverished,  war-torn  village  back 
home,  she  said,  “Survival,  regardless  of  sex,  is  the  issue.  We 
can’t  separate  these  issues,  because  those  [village]  women 
can’t.”  Referring  back  to  the  literary  panel  earlier  in  the 
day,  Fawaz  commented  that  the  greatest  hero  in  Lebanese 
literature  is  a  humble  nomad  on  a  camel.  “This  hero  had  no 
time  for  split  personalities  or  the  luxury  of  self-doubt,”  she 
said.  Reading  itself  is  a  luxury  where  she  comes  from. 


The  symposium  ended  with  a  keynote  address  by  Dame 
Nita  Barrow,  a  Black  Barbadian  woman  who  was  the  con¬ 
venor  and  primary  organizer  of  the  NGO  End  of  the  Decade 
on  Women  conference.  Dame  Nita  described  the  excitement 
and  chaos  as  women  kept  arriving  and  13,000  showed  up 
when  6,000  had  been  planned  for,  and  spoke  of  the  progress 
she’s  seen  since  the  beginning  of  the  Decade  on  Women  in 
1975  —  if  not  in  terms  of  economic  great  leaps  forward,  at 
least  in  terms  of  women  actually  hearing  one  another. 

In  response  to  a  question  from  the  audience  about  les¬ 
bianism  at  Nairobi,  Dame  Nita  described  a  misunderstand¬ 
ing  which  occurred  near  the  beginning  of  the  conference. 
Some  women  putting  up  posters  in  a  restricted  area  for  a  les¬ 
bian  event  were  asked  by  Dame  Nita  to  desist,  and  the  inter¬ 
change  was  picked  up  by  the  Kenya  press,  who  claimed 
Dame  Nita  was  banning  lesbians  from  the  conference.  In 
fact,  she  said,  there  were  many  lesbians  present  and  visible 
and  many  lesbian  workshops  in  Nairobi,  as  she  had  told  the 
Kenyan  government  there  would  be.  One  lesbian  at  the  sym¬ 
posium  who  had  also  attended  the  NGO  told  this  reporter 
that  Dame  Nita  had  “saved  the  day”  for  lesbians  there.  In 
the  months  preceding  the  event  there  were  persistent  rumors 
that  the  Kenya  government  would  arrest  any  lesbians  arriv¬ 
ing  in  their  country  . 

When  another  audience  member  asked  Dame  Nita 
whether  she  planned  on  organizing  yet  another  world 
gathering  for  women,  Dame  Nita  laughed,  saying  that  it  is  up 
to  the  young  women  to  take  what  has  been  gained  through 
the  Decade  on  Women  and  move  forward  from  here.  If  the 
vitality  and  humor  of  the  Tufts  symposium  are  any  indica¬ 
tion,  the  Nairobi  conference  and  its  spirit  of  global 
feminism  have  rekindled  some  of  the  spark  that  originally 
put  the  women’s  liberation  movement  on  the  map. 


Money  Troubles  Can  NTGF/GRNL  Merger 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

NEW  YORK  —  After  a  year  of 
discussion  and  negotiation,  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  voted 
against  a  proposed  merger  with  the 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL),  the  Washington, 
D.C. -based  political  lobby.  In 
other  decisions  made  at  meetings 
held  over  the  November  2-3 
weekend,  NGTF  voted  to  relocate 
its  program  staff  to  Washington  by 
early  next  year,  and  to  change  the 
organization’s  name  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force. 

NGTF  board  and  staff  members 
cited  the  financial  problems  both 
national  organizations  are  ex¬ 
periencing  as  primary  reasons  not 
to  merge.  NGTF’s  current  debt  is 
running  at  over  $90,000,  according 
to  board  member  Urvashi  Vaid, 
while  GRNL’s  debt  is  around 
$33,000. 

“GRNL’s  debt  combined  with 
NGTF’s  would  create  an  un¬ 
manageable  debt,”  said  Jeff  Levi, 
who  works  out  of  NGTF’s 
Washington  office.  “We’re  confi¬ 
dent  we  can  get  back  on  our 
feet. ..but  a  merger  would  place 
everyone  at  a  disadvantage. 


Politically,  we’d  be  happy  to  see 
the  merger.” 

Steve  Tierney,  a  member  of 
NGTF’s  board  from  Boston,  told 
GCN  he  had  opposed  the  merger 
since  it  was  first  proposed  last 
year.  “You  don’t  merge  for  the 
convenience  of  [debt]  consolida¬ 
tion,  but  for  program  purposes. 
I’m  unclear  about  what  their  pro¬ 
grams  are.” 

Board  member  Ginny  Apuzzo, 
previously  NGTF’s  executive 
director,  said  she  based  her  deci¬ 
sion  on  a  lack  of  information.  “I 
went  into  the  meeting  looking  for 
data  to  make  an  informed  deci¬ 
sion.  I  wanted  to  see  GRNL’s  ex¬ 
act  financial  picture  vis-a-vis 
membership  and  cash  flow,  its 
fiscal  well-being,  its  political 
strength  and  constituent  support. 
No  data  was  forthcoming.” 

Beyond  the  immediate  issue  of  a 
merger  is  the  larger  question  of  the 
funding  of  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations,  Apuzzo  said.  “The 
immediacy  of  the  AIDS  crisis 
obscures  people’s  support  of  other 
urgent  needs.  Contributors  need 
to  remember  the  organizations 
that  will  go  on  even  after  the  AIDS 
crisis  is  over.” 


“We  regret  the  decision  of 
NGTF  not  even  to  discuss  the 
merger  proposal,”  said  GRNL  co¬ 
chair  Deacon  Maccubbin,  who 
said  the  complete  financial  data  — 
as  well  as  an  offer  to  open  all  files 
and  records  —  were  provided  to 
NGTF  co-chiars  Frances  Hanckel 
and  Paul  Vandenberg  at  the  final 
merger  discussion  in  Annapolis. 
Md.,  on  October  26. 

In  a  phone  interview, 
Vandenberg  told  GCN  he  had 
looked  over  the  financial  data 
GRNL  provided,  but  “We  weren’t 
studying  it  with  a  magnifying 
glass.  We  didn’t  need  to.  We 
looked  at  their  deficit;  those  are 
the  only  figures  we  were  interested 
in.”  The  information  about 
GRNL’s  debt  came  right  on  top  of 
the  discovery  of  an  additional 
$20,000  in  debts  owed  by  NGTF. 
Vandenberg  said  he  did  not  pass 
on  GRNL’s  financial  data  to  other 
board  members. 

The  merger  proposal  as 
developed  by  the  co-chairs  of  both 
organizations  stipulated  the 
following  conditions:  the  names  of 
both  groups  would  be  kept,  and 
existing  programs  and  personnel 
would  remain  intact;  the  several 


offices  would  be  consolidated  into 
one  located  in  Washington,  D.C.; 
and  each  group  would  appoint  15 
people  to  serve  on  a  combined 
board  of  directors,  with  each 
board  member  responsible  for 
raising  2500  dollars  a  year.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Maccubbin,  no  merger 
would  occur  until  both  organiza¬ 
tions  brought  their  debt-equity 
ratio  down  to  20  percent. 

Maccubbin  discounted  the 
possibility  of  lingering  resentment 
over  past  conflicts  between  NGTF 
and  GRNL.  “Turf  fights  are  a 
thing  of  the  past.  We  have 
dramatically  increased  coopera¬ 
tion  with  NGTF,  and  we  expect  it 
to  continue,”  he  said. 

Maccubbin  added  that  GRNL  is 
exploring  consolidation  of  efforts 
—  if  not  an  outright  merger  — 
with  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  as  well  as  the  National 
Association  of  Gay  Democratic 
Clubs. 

NGTF’s  decision  to  move  its 
program  staff  to  Washington, 
D.C.  reflects  the  increased  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  in  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  said 
Levi,  who  is  director  of  govern¬ 
mental  and  political  affairs  for  the 


organization.  NGTF’s  violence 
project,  its  AIDS  project,  and  its 
technical  assistance  and  media 
programs  should  be  in  D.C.  by 
February  1986.  Administrative 
and  development  functions  will  re¬ 
main  in  New  York  for  at  least 
another  year,  Levi  said. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Cambridge 

Continued from  page  l 

while  CLAGA-endorsed  challeng¬ 
ers  Renae  Scott,  and  Mike^  Turk 
were  defeated.  Hugh  Russell,  a  gay 
candidate  for  city  council,  also  en¬ 
dorsed  by  CLAGA  but  opposed  by 
some  gay  activists  on  the  grounds 
he  was  not  an  advocatejor  tenants’ 
rights  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  16), 
lost  as  well. 

CLAGA-endorsed  school  com¬ 
mittee  challengers  Sara  Garcia  and 
Larry  Weinstein  were  elected.  Gar¬ 
cia,  a  Chicana,  is  the  city’s  first 
Latina/o  to  sit  on  the  school  com¬ 
mittee.  Incumbent  Fran  Cooper, 
also  CLAGA-endorsed,  was 
reelected  to  the  committee. 


Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  November  23,  1985 


Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  following  full-time  posi¬ 
tions.  We  welcome  inquiries  about  these 
jobs. 

Design  Director  (available  on  or  before 
January  1986):  Establish  overall  design 
of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  art¬ 
work/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional 
brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Qualifications: 
Strong  graphic  design/art  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specifications, 
knowledge  of  printing  techniques  and 
previous  related  experience  preferred. 

All  positions  require  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Manager 

(available  on  or  before  January  1986):  Use 
direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  ads, 
renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies 
to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Process  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative 
and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions/marketing  experience  helpful. 

Salary /Benefits:  $1 50/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick  time 
and  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  Each 
position  offers  the  staff  member  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with  some 
flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to:  GCN  Search 
Committee,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


fired  for  breaking 
silence 

Dear  GCN: 

Sister  Pat  O’Donnell  has  been  fired  from  her 
job  at  Picture  Rocks  Retreat  near  Tucson, 
Arizona,  because  of  her  piece  in  Lesbian  Nuns: 
Breaking  Silence  (see.  pp.  300-305).  She  dis¬ 
cussed  her  contribution  to  the  book  with  the 
director  of  Picture  Books,  Father  Lyle  Konen, 
long  before  the  book  was  published,  and  he  had 
been  understanding.  Although  we  don’t  know  all 
the  circumstances,  pressure  on  Father  Konen 
following  the  book’s  publication  apparently 
pushed  him  to  dismiss  her. 

Sr.  Pat’s  Dominican  community  was  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  decision.  They  own  several  copies  of 
Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence,  and  have  made 
them  available  at  community  discussions  concer¬ 
ning  the  topic. 

In  Rosemary’s  and  my  appearances  around  the 
country,  several  women  have  introduced 
themselves  to  us  as  grateful  recipients  of  Sr.  Pat’s 
spiritual  direction.  Many  lesbian  nuns,  ex-nuns, 
gay  priests  and  brothers,  and  others  have  found 
their  way  to  Tucson  after  hearing  about  Sr.  Pat’s 
healing  work.  It  is  distressing  to  think  of  our  les¬ 
bian  sisters’  and  gay  brothers’  access  to  her 
spiritual  guidance  being  threatened. 

Pat  O’Donnell  will  continue  giving  workshops 
and  providing  holistic  counseling  on  an  in¬ 
dividual  basis,  but  donations  would  help  her 
through  this  time  of  transition.  If  you  can,  send  a 
check  or  money  order  directly  to  Pat  O’Donnell 
(2937  E.  22nd  St.,  Tucson,  AZ  95726-6247),  who 
was  courageous  in  using  her  name  in  Lesbian 
Nuns:  Breaking  Silence  and  is  now  suffering  pain¬ 
ful  consequences. 

In  sisterhood, 

Nancy  Manahan  &  Rosemary  Curb 
Editors,  Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence 
Napa,  CA 


what  are  waap,  et 
al.  afraid  of? 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  for  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  helpful 
clarification  about  WAAP  and  FACT.  It  is  a  big 
relief  to  me  to  know  that  the  Women’s  Alliance 
Against  Pornography  is  willing  to  be  present  in 
the  same  room  as  FACT.  So  the  only  things 
they’re  unwilling  to  do  are:  debate  FACT,  enter¬ 
tain  challenging  questions,  and  expose  their  posi¬ 
tion  to  any  criticism  from  the  people  most  likely 
to  give  it.  What  a  joke! 

This  seems  to  be  a  uniform  policy  of  anti¬ 
pornography  groups  and  speakers.  Andrea 
Dworkin  recently  spoke  out  here  at  USCF:  she 
also  refused  to  debate  and  speak  with  a  FACT 
representative.  I  used  to  be  more  in  the  middle, 
but  I  can’t  help  wondering  since  I  heard  all  of 
this:  what  are  the  anti-pornography  groups  afraid 
of? 

Sincerely, 

Debbie  DeVita 
San  Francisco,  CA 

authorities’  games 

Dear  GCN: 

I’ll  come  out  of  the  closet.  I’m  tired  of  staff  and 
people  knowing  I’m  gay  and  when  I’m  asked,  ly¬ 
ing  to  them  to  protect  myself.  I  had  been  worried 
about  what  people  thought  of  me,  and  hating  me 
for  what  1  am,  but  1  feel  my  friends  will  accept  me 
for  what  I  am  no  matter  what. 

The  second  year  I  was  here  I  was  locked  up 
[isolated  in  a  special  cell  block  away  from  the 
‘general  population’]  and  met  someone.  At  first  I 
was  scared  and  afraid  because  I  felt  I  wouldn’t 
satisfy  the  person  I  was  with.  I  had  been  with  a 
couple  of  women  before  and  they  were  bad  ex¬ 
periences  for  me.  But  when  I  went  to  the  women’s 
prison  in  Mitchellville,  I  found  someone  I  truly 
love  and  would  do  anything  in  this  world  for  her. 
I’m  so  truly  and  deeply  in  love  with  her  that  she’s 
my  whole  life.  We  had  one  perfect  and  beautiful 
relationship  where  we  were. 

Then  the  staff  made  it  so  she  and  I  could  not  be 
together,  and  we  both  suffered  a  great  deal.  Then 
we  found  a  way  to  be  together  again  and  once 
again  we  were  happy.  And  then  they  did  it  again. 
They  transferred  me  to  Oakdale,  but  she  manag¬ 
ed  to  follow  me  here  too! 

Oakdale  has  messed  with  both  her  and  I  and 
has  tried  so  hard  to  break  us  up.  The  staff  has  ran 
lies  in  telling  us  that  the  other  did  this  and  that. 
I’m  fighting  with  all  I  have  to  keep  our  love  going, 
but  I  can’t  do  it  alone.  She  is  in  lockup  [isolation] 
now  and  we  don’t  see  each  other  or  even  get  to 
talk  and  both  of  us  are  hurting. 

She  got  mad  because  I  put  my  [penpal]  ad  in 
GCN  just  asking  for  friends  to  write,  not  lovers. 
She  herself  has  had  her  ad  in  the  paper  and  got 
lots  of  answers,  which  I  had  none.  My  ad  has  been 
taken  out  because  I  don’t  want  her  to  be  mad  at 
me,  which  I  feel  it  may  be  too  late  sometimes.  I 
have  lived  by  our  vow,  but  am  confused  as  what 
to  do  now.  I  still  wear  our  wedding  band,  but  I 
wonder  if  it  means  anything  to  her.  Even  though 
they  do  their  best  to  keep  us  apart,  we  have  to 
trust  each  other  because  if  we  can’t  trust  the 
other’s  friendship,  what  can  we  trust. 

You  can  publish  this,  because  I  feel  others 
should  know  not  to  be  discouraged  because  of 
jealousy  that  comes  from  the  authorities’  games. 
Sheila  Schertz 
Box  A  —  301072  A 
Oakdale,  IA  52319 

monogamy  feels 
natural  to  us 

Dear  GCN: 

A  reaction  to  Charley  Shively’s  attack  on 
monogamy:  Many  of  us  are  monogamous 
because  it  feels  natural  for  us.  Period.  Certainly 
people  are  pressured  from  many  sources  to  con¬ 
form.  And  certainly  capitalism  has  rewarded 
coupledom  (so  have  socialism  and  communism 
by  the  way). 

But  just  because  we’re  a  couple,  doesn’t  mean 
that  we  are  clones  or  manipulated.  Just  because 
the  monogamous  group  crams  its  idea  down  your 
throat,  Charlie,  doesn’t  mean  that  monogamy  is 
in  itself,  bad.  It  means,  only,  that  a  certain  group 
is  abusing  power. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa  Stanway 
Berkeley,  CA 

Defense  Committee 
Update 

A  Day  of  Protest  will  be  held  at  the 
State  House  on  Monday,  November  25 
to  commemorate  passage  of  the  anti-gay 
and  -lesbian  foster  care  policy.  For 
details  about  these  events,  call  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  at 
628-6007.  For  information  about 
“Foster  Equality”  buttons  and  T-shirts, 
write  GLDC,  PO  Box  225,  Somerville, 
M A  02144. 


heads  down  in 
new  jersey 

Dear  GCN, 

It’s  hard  to  be  gay  and  proud  in  prison, 
especially  if  you’re  not  quiet  about  it  and  don’t 
keep  your  head  down.  It’s  ok  (sometimes)  to  act 
feminine  around  low  ranking  officers,  but  when 
the  warden  comes  around,  wipe  the  lipstick  off 
your  face  and  act  aggressive.  If  you  have 
knowledge  of  legal  matters  concerning  gay  rights, 
they  want  you  to  stay  away  from  large  groups  of 
gay  prisoners.  Don’t  even  bother  to  ask  (they  say) 
for  a  gay  group  to  be  formed.  They  might  come 
and  wake  you  up  from  your  gay  dreams  at  2AM 
and  place  you  in  administrative  isolation,  like 
they  did  me. 

I’ve  received  nothing  in  writing  justifying  my 
placement  against  my  will  in  “protective” 
custody.  I’ve  never  received  a  hearing  or  a  formal 
charge.  I  pray  that  someone  on  the  outside  will 
hear  my  voice.  I’ve  been  deprived  of  my  civil 
rights.  There’s  no  way  I’ll  be  quiet,  walk  slow 
with  my  head  down.  Too  many  gays  have  died 
from  modern  murder,  AIDS.  That’s  right.  I 
didn’t  bite  my  tongue.  My  fellow  gay  people  are 
being  murdered.  It’s  the  same  thing  the  Germans 
did  to  the  Jews,  only  in  a  more  modern  way.  Why 
do  we  accept  being  treated  like  this? 

I  really  need  some  outside  support,  please. 
Tyrone  B.  Gadson 
61994  (1-FF)  CN  861 
Trenton,  NJ  08625 


a  new  age  fag  hag 

Dear  GCN: 

The  minute  I  left  the  theater  where  I  had  just 
seen  “The  Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman,”  I  knew  I 
had  to  talk/read/hear  more  about  this  movie.  So 
here’s  another  view  to  add  to  Bronski’s  and  Hale- 
Wehmann’s  (Speaking  Out,  October  26  issue).  It 
needn’t  be  a  debate.  Here’s  what  I  got  from  the 
film: 

1.  It  was  primarily  a  battle  between  political 
priorities  and  inner  (artistic/spiritual/romantic) 
priorities.  Too  much  political  focus,  and  we  are 
left  without  any  inner  empowerment  —  loveless, 
soulless,  uncreative  creatures  who  live  in  our  left- 
brain  timetables  and  fears.  Too  much  fantasy 
life,  and  we  are  without  outer  empowerment  — 
unable  to  analyze  our  place  in  the  power  balance, 
or  to  connect  with  others  to  create  material 
change.  Either  one  as  a  steady  diet  is  ultimately 
limiting. 

2.  The  two  men  were  mainly  symbols  for  this 
battle,  not  personalities.  The  fact  that  they  were  a 
Radical  and  a  Homosexual,  however  stereotyped, 
was  a  welcome  change  from  the  usual  violent  or 
bland  movie  men  (the  same  two  polarities  could 
have  been  represented  by,  say,  a  Businessman  and 
a  Poet).  Their  personalities  were  secondary  in  im¬ 
portance  to  their  role  as  pure  archetypes  of  two 
different  principles. 

3 .  Molina  was  such  a  pansy  because  the  author, 
in  one  interview  I  read,  couldn’t  visualize  a 
“woman  of  today”  being  so  flighty  and  maso¬ 
chistic.  It  is  perhaps  homophobia  that  he  made 
the  character  a  gay  man  and  not  a  woman  —  yet 
some  gay  men  do  choose  to  play  the  role  of  the 
idealized  woman  (30  years  behind  the  times  vin¬ 
tage)  better  than  any  real  woman  would  want  to. 

4.  The  only  political  point  that  angered  me  was 
the  fact  that  the  straight  man  was  lecturing  the 
gay  man  on  never  losing  his  dignity.  Rully!  In  the 
real  world,  it  is  the  gay  men  who  have  had  so 
much  more  practice  dealing  with  mindless  taunt¬ 
ing  and  accusation  —  hence  the  inspiring  “I  Am 
What  I  Am”  song,  with  the  straights  gaining 
strength  from  the  gays  for  any  of  their  own  par¬ 
ticular  unacceptable  traits. 

5.  Not  one  person  coughed,  gasped,  or  giggled 
during  the  kiss  of  the  two  men,  in  the  crowded 
mainstream  theater  the  time  I  attended.  Perhaps 
this  was  the  greatest  gay  liberation  victory  of  the 
film. 

6.  If  there  is  a  “moral”  to  the  story,  it  must  be 
that  we  need  both  inner  and  outer  empowerment. 
We  can  compromise,  learn  from  others’  examples 
and  grow.  Arregui  gave  in  to  some  fantasy  —  due 
to  exhaustion  and  drugs,  his  nurturing  right  brain 
took  over.  He  was  powerless  to  fight  at  the  end  of 
the  film  anyhow,  and  his  “escape”  was  probably 
more  like  self-preservation,  a  human  creative  in¬ 
stinct  (like  a  dream  which  releases  masked  fears). 
This,  in  my  view,  was  a  healthy  move,  not  a 
“sellout.”  And  Molina  gave  in  to  some  political 
commitment  —  risking  personal  comfort  and 
safety  for  a  comrade.  Or  did  he  “die  for  love,” 
thus  maintaining  a  consistent  character  from 
beginning  to  end?  If  so,  he  blew  it  —  his 
masochism  caused  him  to  die  in  vain.  I  don’t 
think  so.  Even  if  he  had  risked  his  life  for  an 
apolitical  friend  (not  a  radical  loved  one),  he  still 
would  have  taken  a  step  outside  of  himself  and  his 
fantasies,  into  a  real  world  of  solidarity.  This 
move  could  only  be  called  a  noble  one. 

7.  Overall,  1  reacted  to  the  entire  film  as  an  ear¬ 
ly  Molina  would  have.  They  practically  had  to 
hand  me  a  box  of  kleenex  and  kick  me  out  of  the 
theater  —  I  had  developed  a  mad  crush  on 
Molina!  All  of  the  above  analysis  was  not  half  so 
affecting  as  the  small  crack  that  this  celluloid  fan¬ 
tasy  opened  in  my  heart. 

Just  a  New  Age  fag  hag, 

Marcia  Deihl 
Cambridge,  MA 


GayCommunrtyNews 
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Speaking  Out 


Forsaking  All  Others: 

A  Theory  of  Lesbian  “Loss” 


By  E.B. 

It  was  hardly  surprising  to  read  (“Straight  Privilege  and  Queer  Possibilities”  GCN, 
Aug.  1 9)  that  the  reaction  of  the  groom’s  parents  (and  presumably  the  bride’s,  too)  after  the 
wedding  was  “an  enormous  collective  sigh  of  relief”  since  the  couple  had  already  shared  a 
home  together  for  some  ten  years.  This  conventional  step  was  “supposed”  to  be  taken  by 
two  people  who  wish  to  live  together;  it  upheld  a  tradition  which,  if  not  followed,  causes 
uneasiness  or  worse,  because  it  is  “wrong”  to  do  otherwise. 

But  Karen  Kohn,  sister  of  the  groom,  and  Julie  Ogletree,  whose  ex-lover  Judy  had 
recently  been  “united”  with  Linda,  tell  us  that  they  did  not  share  this  “sigh  of  relief.”  As 
lesbians  they  expressed  a  sense  of  anger,  disappointment,  hurt,  betrayal  and  desertion 
(Ogletree)  and  Kohn  was  reminded  indignantly  by  her  brother’s  wedding  that  marriage  is 
not  an  option  open  to  lesbians,  but  it  is  a  heterosexual  privilege,  and  that  although  gay  men 
and  lesbians  form  “families”  like  anyone  else,  they  are  virtually  excluded  as  foster  parents 
iri  Massachusetts. 

On  the  “plus”  side,  Ogletree  admits  that  Judy  “looks  very  happy”  in  the  “wedding” 
photos,  and  she  congratulates  her  and  Linda  for  having  “the  audacity  to  be  serious  about 
loving  one  another.”  And  Kohn  speaks  of  having  gained  strength  as  a  lesbian  “from  the 
existence  of  this  long-standing  non-traditional  relationship”  between  her  brother  and  the 
woman  who  has  now  become  his  wife.  But  she  also  indicates  that  she  was  disappointed  when 
the  two  apparently  capitulated  to  social  pressures  by  marrying:  it  was  almost  as  if  they  had 
become  traitors  to  a  principle  which  deserved  support. 

Why  so  many  ambivalent  feelings  and  so  little  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  these  two 
lesbians  who  are  probably  also  quite  representative  of  many  others?  Why  does  marriage  — 
conventional  and  unconventional  —  provoke  such  reactions  in  the  lesbian  world?  Part  of 
the  answer  lies  in  the  futile  attempts  of  some  to  transfer  into  that  world  a  heterosexual 
institution  which  by  any  measure  is  alien  to  it. 

Practically  speaking,  the  union  of  two  women  does  not  exist  because  it  has  no  legal 
sanction.  Politically  speaking,  conventional  marriage  and  lesbian  marriage  rest  on  entirely 
different  principles.  The  idea  of  conventional  marriage  derives  from  the  concept  of  private 
property,  an  essential  element  of  a  patriarchy  which  has  historically  viewed  women  and  their 
children  as  belonging  and  subject  to  men. 

Many  women  today  resent  and  reject  the  still-prevalent  assumption  that  they  should 
occupy  a  less  than  equal  position  in  relation  to  men.  Lesbians,  as  women  and  as  members  of 
a  community  of  their  own,  share  a  special  sense  of  connectedness  in  which  men  do  not 
appear  as  major  figures,  and,  as  in  lesbian  separatism,  do  not  appear  at  all.  They  do  not 
regard  themselves  as  private  property:  their  ability  to  exist  without  dependence  on  men  is  not 
only  their  greatest  accomplishment  but  also  their  greatest  challenge  to  male  domination. 

The  traditional  definition  of  marriage  as  a  union  of  a  man  and  a  woman  is  not  only  the 
keystone  of  patriarchal  society,  but  also  a  vivid  illustration  of  the  impossibility  of 
reconciliation  with  the  opposite  definition  —  the  union  of  two  women  —  which  makes 
absurd  any  attempt  to  forge  the  two  disparate  unions  by  the  use  of  even  remotely  similar 
ceremonial  procedures.  The  lesbian  “wedding”  (itself  a  misuse  in  terms  according  to  the 
“accepted”  definition)  therefore  seems  only  a  “pretend”  event,  a  witness  to  the  good 
intentions  of  those  participating,  yes,  but  illuminating,  too,  the  poverty  of  our  language  and 
the  indelible  effects  of  patriarchal  indoctrination  so  far  have  not  permitted  development  of 
an  entirely  new  alternative  lesbian  ritual  for  general  use  to  replace  present  individual 
variations  on  the  “standard”  model.  In  the  longer  run,  it  may  be  imagined,  there  will  be  no 
need  of  such  an  alternative  ritual;  it  will  be  replaced  by  the  simple  declaration  of  one  woman 
to  another:  “I  love  you  and  I  want  to  remain  with  you  as  long  as  love  lasts.” 

On  the  third,  person-to-person  level,  Kohn  and  Ogletree  express  feelings  that  seem  to 
come  from  a  sense  that  a  wedding  ceremony  produces  a  relationship  change  that  is  difficult 
for  anyone  to  cope  with  and  particularly  so  for  lesbians.  How  does  one  behave  toward  a 
close  friend  or  an  ex-lover  who  has  become  a  permanent  half  of  a  publicly  acknowledged 
couple?  Ogletree  hints  at  the  dilemma:  “Maybe  I’m  the  one  who’s  limiting  the  possibilities 
of  being  friends  with  Judy  by  seeing  them  in  polar  terms:  either  marginal  or  intimate.”  What 
positions  on  the  relating  scale  does  one  occupy  if,  as  Ogletree  suggests,  ceremonial  words 
intrude  between  friends?  The  assumption  (and  often  the  demonstrated  belief)  that  a 
wedding  brings  changes  on  both  sides  of  a  relationship  is  a  common  one,  based  on  the 
implication  that  the  new  couple  is  in  some  way  set  apart  from  everyone  else,  forcing  a  re¬ 
definition  of  relationships. 


Hare 


Community  Voices 


exploration  within 
a  relationship 


thank  you! 


Dear  GCN: 

Your  recent  article  regarding  couples 
(“Clones:  Couples  and  Capitalism  Go  Hand  in 
Hand”)  was  very  limited  in  scope.  It  seems  to  me 
manufacturers  are  just  as  eager  to  produce  goods 
for  the  busy  single  professional  as  well  as  for 
couples.  Capitalism  wants  any  buyers. 

A  larger  issue  is  the  lack  of  mention  of  love  and 
partnership.  The  writer  says  “Once  you’re  coupl¬ 
ed,  you’ve  got  an  investment  in  maintenance 
rather  than  exploration.”  What  a  narrow  view!  I 
maintain  the  greater  challenge  is  the  exploration 
of  love  and  self-discovery  that  is  possible  within  a 
partnership.  To  become  our  highest  aspirations 
can  most  certainly  be  explored  within  the  context 
of  commitment  and  continuity. 

The  human  move  toward  love,  intimacy  and 
nurturance  doesn’t  seem  to  be  connected  to  male, 
female,  gay  or  straight  as  far  as  I  can  perceive. 

Sincerely, 

Joan  Saperstan 
Brookline,  MA 


Can  You 
Stuff  an 


Envelope? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 

Friday  evenings  at  6. 

Do  come  by. 


167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor 
On  the  Boston  Common 


Ideally,  no  transformation  of  relationships  would  occur  and  no  re-assessment  of 
positions  would  be  necessary.  Freed  of  the  strict  interpretation  of  the  “forsaking  all  others” 
phraseology,  the  couple  would  continue  already-established  friendships,  secure  in  the  loving 
trust  they  have  in  each  other.  But  in  the  “real”  world,  feelings  of  loss  are  all  too  familiar 
when,  as  it  used  to  be  said,  “the  knot  is  tied.”  Feelings  of  loss  are  bearable  in  the 
heterosexual  world  because  they  are  part  of  the  mystique,  accepted  as  “natural”  and  a  part 
of  the  birth-marriage-death  cycle.  A  mother  may  be  sad  as  her  daughter  leaves  home  and  the 
bond  between  them  changes  but  she  is  also  happy  in  her  daughter’s  happiness,  she  is  pleased 
at  her  own  fulfillment  of  the  maternal  role  and  she  looks  forward  to  a  happy 
grandmotherhood.  The  bride,  too,  feels  regret,  perhaps,  at  leaving  her  old  life  behind,  but 
she  has  achieved  new  status  by  entering  “holy  wedlock”  and  so  she  may  feel  both  sad  and 
glad,  but  she  probably  has  little  difficulty  in  adjusting  her  relationships  with  others  to 
accord  with  the  new  status  because  she  and  her  friends  share  similar  views  on  the  indefinable 
“distance”  that  follows  marriage  and  they  adjust  accordingly. 

The  feelings  of  “loss”  Kohn  and  Ogletree  describe  in  relation  to  lesbian  weddings  are 
not  like  those  experienced  in  the  traditional  marriage  situation.  The  lesbian  union  is  not 
sanctioned  by  society,  it  has  no  legal  standing,  no  rewards  of  social  approval,  prestige  or 
status:  the  mother-daughter  bond  may  be  strained  and  sometimes  actually  ruptured  by  an 
open  affirmation  of  her  daughther’s  “wrong”  orientation  which  has  heretofore  been 
unknown  or  kept  secret.  No  wonder,  then,  that  lesbians’  connectedness  includes  an  answer  to 
their  need  for  self-protection  as  well  as  their  commitment  to  other  women;  they  are  multiply- 
bonded. 

At  the  same  time,  confronted  by  such  hostility  from  society,  their  insecurities,  like  their 
bonding,  may  be  increased  and,  in  hope  of  becoming  better  able  to  withstand  these 
unfriendly  pressures,  they  not  only  draw  from  the  support  of  their  sisters  but  in  some  cases 
may  resort  to  the  old  traditional  model  of  exclusive -possessive  commitment  to  each  other.  In 
doing  so  they  are  being  politically  incorrect  and  even  more  important  they  are  breaching  the 
solidarity  of  the  larger  community  and  causing  a  “loss”  to  all  of  its  members,  including 
those  who,  like  Ogletree,  are  closest  to  them.  This  “loss”  is  social  and  personal;  it  is  as  yet 
undefined  to  a  large  extent,  but  it  certainly  is  stronger  becuse  it  does  not  have  the  traditional 
built-in  protections  and  because  it  is  based  on  the  peculiar  (unique)  relationships  between 
women  who  share  a  love  for  each  other  in  a  special  way. 

Ironically,  the  resort  to  exclusiveness-possessiveness  which  is  implicit  in  traditional 
marriage,  is  another  illustration  of  the  lingering  effect  of  our  early  indoctrination.  We 
pursue  the  ideal  of  a  durable  relationship  with  one  partner,  and  we  attribute  to  it  a  protective 
quality  —  these  answer  our  present  needs  regardless  of  their  origin  (some  say  the  origin  is 
“human  nature”),  but  carried  too  far,  both  the  ideal  and  the  attribute  become  reflections  of 
the  concept  of  private  property  and  when  “commitment”  becomes  translated  into 
“ownership”  (one  that  is  not  always  easy  to  resist)  it  gives  rise  to  hurt,  jealousy,  and  all  the 
other  feelings  meant  by  “loss.” 

The  lesbian  couple  must  become  aware  of  this  trap  of  ownership  and  loss;  a  union  can 
be  strengthened,  not  weakened,  by  strong  ties  to  the  community  and  not  exclusively  to 
themselves. 

While  the  eyes  of  the  present  generation  still  wear  cobwebs  from  the  past,  future 
generations  will  see  more  clearly  through  our  efforts  now  to  point  out  their  presence  and 
their  insidious  effects  as  Kohn  and  Ogletree  have  done. 

©  Copyright  1985  E.B.  Hare 

E.B.  Hare  is  the  pen  name  of  a  GCN  reader  in  centra l  Massachusetts. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  it 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Dear  GCN: 

1  am  a  gay  prisoner  here  at  MCI  Framingham 
and  the  reason  I  am  writing  this  letter  is  to  say  that 
there  are  many  of  us  (lesbians  —  homosexuals) 
who  are  locked  up  and  feel  sometimes  as  if  our 
identity  has  been  stripped  away  from  us.  The 
reason  I  say  this  is  because  I  may  be  called  your 
typical  “radical  lesbian”  stuck  inside  unable  to 
express  herself  in  community  happenings  as  she 
would  like  to.  When  I  read  your  paper  I  get  very 
involved  in  it  because  I  love  politics  and  I  love  the 
freedom  with  which  you  present  your  articles. 

Anyway,  I  guess  what  I’m  really  trying  to  say  is 
“thank  you!”  I  think  I  speak  for  a  lot  of 
prisoners  when  I  say  that.  Speaking  of  prisoners, 
I  would  like  to  convey  a  message  to  any  one  of 
them  reading  this  letter.  The  message  is,  keep  the 
hope  and  courage  to  do  your  time  with  strength. 
Thank  you, 

Maria  Racuo 
Box  99 

MCI  Framingham  (also  known  as  ‘the  pits’) 
Framingham,  MA  01701 


Gay  Community  News  is 

now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Haye  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ Address - 

City _ State _ Zip _ 


i- 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00 
25  weeks  $17.50 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for 


$ 

$ 

$ 


$ 

$ 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 


Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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Ironically ,  what  counts  as  “ privilege ”  these 
days  has  often  been  reduced  to  simply  not- 
being-one-of-the-harassed.  Does  this  remind 
you  of  the  struggle  for  ‘ “gay  rights?" 


Freedom’s  Just 

With  so-called  “ privileges  ” 

Trying  To  Keep  Us  Apart 


By  Mike  Riegle  and  friends 
This  “Freedom’s  Just”  space 
will  do  two  things.  One  is  to  pre¬ 
sent  some  of  the  responses  we  got 
to  our  ad  in  the  “Prisoners  Seek¬ 
ing  Friends”  space  recently 
(“Divide  and  Conquer!”)  asking 
for  info  on  “the  ways  they  keep 
you/us  separated  from  each  other, 
not  just  with  isolation  (or  “protec¬ 
tion”),  but  with  attitudes  (racism, 
ageisms,  sexism,  induced  fear  of 
gays  and  jailhouse  lawyers,  etc. 
etc.).” 

The  other  is  to  let  you  (insiders 
and  outsiders)  know  what  projects 
(articles/organizing  ideas)  we  have 
“in  the  oven”  and  need  your  help 
with. 

*  *  * 


We  got  a  lot  of  excellent  letters 
from  prisoners  which,  of  course, 
we  don’t  have  enough  space  to 
print  entirely;  so  here  is  a  summary 
of  the  more  important  points  they 
made,  with  some  selections  from 
several  of  the  letters. 

The  main  points  were  that  in  this 
kind  of  political  climate  (80s  and 
50s;  unlike  the  more  volatile  60s 
and  30s)  control  methods  are  more 
“subtle”  (a  little  less  headbashing, 
a  lot  more  “behavior  modifica- 
tion’Vbrainwashing  attitude).  So- 
called  “privileges”  are  handed  out 
to  the  good  (obedient  and 
cooperative)  boys  and  girls  (part  of 
the  ageist  attitude),  and  the  bad 
ones  are  “treated”  or 


“rehabilitated”  (in  “adjustment 
centers”  and  “protective 
custody”). 

Ironically,  what  counts  as  a 
“privilege”  these  days  has  often 
been  reduced  to  simply  “not 
being -one -of-the-harassed.  ” 
(Does  this  remind  you  of  the  80s 
“struggle”  (outside  the  walls)  for 
“gay  rights”:  the  “right”  not  to 
be  denied  housing  etc.  just  because 
you’re  gay.  This  is  what  “gay 
liberation”  has  been  reduced  to! 
Welcome  to  the  80s.) 

What  happens  inside  “the 
walls”  dnd  what  happens  out  here 
are  not  unrelated.  If  for  no  other 
reason  than  this,  it’s  worth  putting 
some  energy  into  your 


prison/social  justice  system. 

In  what  follows  you  will  see  how 
easily  racism  and  homophobia/ 
sexism  from  the  outside  can  be 
manipulated  on  the  inside  with  the 
use  of  “privileges”  (more  for  some 
and  less  for  others,  of  course /)  to 
keep  the  prisoners  suspicious  and 
jealous  of  each  other,  and 
distracted  from  their  cage  keepers 
(who  clearly  couldn’t  keep  control 
of  such  an  abusive  situation  if  this 
distraction  weren’t  occurring.  You 
can’t  keep  several  hundreds  or 
thousands  of  prisoners  down  with 
several  tens  or  hundreds  of  guards 
unless  you  get  either  “coopera¬ 
tion”  from  the  prisoners,  or  keep 
them  distracted  and  fighting  each 
other.  Just  like  life...) 

*  *  * 


LaVille  Hannon  writes: 

In  the  paper  these  last  few  times 
there  has  been  a  request  that  we  as 
prisoners  write  in  and  tell  you  of 
the  ways  that  the  prison  ad¬ 
ministration  keeps  us  separated 

Continued  on  page  7 
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and  un -unified  toward  our  com¬ 
mon  goal  of  freedom,  or  any  other 
goal  that  requires  unity  of  action 
and  collective  purpose. 

I  have  been  a  gay  prisoner  fm 
Kansas!  (Oh,  Toto!)]  for  the  last 
several  years  and  have  seen,  been 
victim  of,  and  seen  others  victimiz¬ 
ed  with  many  of  the  attitudes  and 
behaviors  that  are  employed  to 
destroy  unity  of  purpose,  not  only 
among  gay  prisoners  but  among  all 
prisoners. 

You  should  remember  that  this 
happens  not  only  inside  these 
prisons  but  out  in  society  as  well. 
For  as  I  have  said  before  [in  Com¬ 
munity  Voices]  the  inside  of  these 
places  is  just  the  forerunner  of  the 
methods  that  are  to  be  used  in  the 


future  for  society  at  large. 

LaVille  also  points  out  how  the 
administration  uses  threats  (for  ex¬ 
ample,  of  having  to  wear  chains 
and  leg  irons  during  your  visits 
with  family  and  friends)  to  keep 
the  ones  that  are  resisting  too 
much  divided  from  those  that 
aren’t. 

There  are  prisoners  that  are 
forced  to  wear  chains  in  the 
visiting  room.  This  fact  is  spread 


around  the  population  by  the 
guards  with  some  “ suggestion ” 
that  the  person  had  said  that  they 
were  going  to  take  hostages  or 
some  such  idiocy  and  the  chains 
are  for  the  protection  [sic]  of  the 
families  of  the  other  inmates. 
Without  thinking  this  through, 
these  prisoners  then  spread  this 
story  to  the  others.  This  type  of  ac¬ 
tion  serves  a  two-fold  purpose.  It 


plants  the  idea  that  there  are 
“dangerous”  f” hysterical ”]  peo¬ 
ple  here  who  we  others  need  pro¬ 
tection  from;  and,  secondly,  it 
says  to  the  others  that  they  are 
above  this  type  of  behavior, 
and  thus  pits  them  against  the 
prisoners  being  shackled,  who  are 
often  housed  in  protective  custody 
anyway  and  not  in  a  position  to 
talk  to  others  and  defend 
themselves.  , 


We  will  be  able  to  defend 
ourselves  against  this  type  of 
harassment  only  if  we  feel  some 
sort  of  union  and  get  ourselves  to 
stop  thinking  “they’ll  never  treat 
me  that  way!”  What  makes  you 
think  so?  Do  not  fool  yourself  into 
thinking  that  as  long  as  you  behave 
they  won’t  treat  you  that  way. 
They  AL  WA  YS  need  to  treat 
somebody  that  way,  and  if  no 


one’s  “ misbehaving ”,  they’ll  have 
to  scapegoat  someone  who  they 
just  don ’t  like,  someone  marginal, 
of  course;  someone  different. 

La  Ville  Hannon 

Box  2  —  14594 

Lansing,  KS  66043 

[All  of  these  prisoners,  and 

prisoners  generally,  are  very  much 

interested  in  penpals,  so  check  out 

the  ", Prisoners  Seeking  Friends” 

space  in  each  issue  (usually).] 

*  *  * 

The  Texas  Department  of  Cor¬ 
rections  (or  “Corruptions”,  as 
many  call  it)  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  country.  (It  rivals  South  Africa 
for  its  number  of  prisoners  per 
capita  in  the  state  population.) 
John  Browne  writes  about  the 
abuse  of  “protective  custody” 
where  he  is,  and  attitudes  toward 
gays. 

When  a  gay  comes  to  this  unit,  no 
matter  what  wing,  there  will  be 
someone  there  who  will  tell  him  he 
has  got  to  “get  with  someone”  or 
else.  This  means  that  you  pick 
someone  who  supposedly  ‘pro- 


“ Beat  me ,  slap  me ,  call  me  Helen  ...  ”  We 
must  keep  tongue-in-cheek ,  or  we  might  be 
tempted  to  take  the  blade-to-wrist. 


tects  ’you,  but  you  have  to  play  the 
role  of  the  queen  that  gets  fucked. 
You  are  not  treated  like  a  human. 
It’s  not  like  gays  who  respect  other 
gays.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
“ protection  wing”  here.  There’s 
only  what  the  warden  and  guards 
call  “protection”  but  there  are 
more  rapes,  fights,  stabbings  and 
pressure  on  these  wings  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  unit.  The 
Continued  on  page  10 
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SEX  and  SCIENCE 


By  Scott  Tucker 

Science  is  sacred  in  the  modern  world.  So  when  GCN  published  a  scientific 
questionnaire  directed  at  lesbian  and  gay  people  in  the  October  19  issue,  many 
readers  probably  felt  it  was  their  duty  as  good  citizens  to  cooperate  and  volunteer 
their  answers.  The  "Paid  Advertisement"  was  a  survey  undertaken  by  resear¬ 
chers  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  and  Harvard  Medical  School  in  Boston,  Mass. 
"Please  decide, "  they  advised  GCN  readers,  " whether  you  are  going  to  respond 
before  reading  the  questionnaire,  so  that  we  will  have  an  unbiased  sample  of 
respondents."  And  to  be  sure  no  "bias”  crept  in,  the  survey  ends  by  adding:  "If 

you  did  read  the  questions  before  deciding  to  participate,  please  check  here 

// 

The  only  way  a  respondent  could  be  absolutely  unbiased  about  this  survey  is 
if  she  or  he  were  absolutely  uninformed  about  the  social  and  scientific  issues  in¬ 
volved.  And  reading  the  questions  posed  to  us  does,  indeed,  give  us  some  signs 
about  the  direction  of  this  research,  but  only  if  we  have  some  previous 
knowledge.  Many  readers  of  GCN,  as  well  as  most  of  the  general  public,  lack 
that  knowledge  simply  because  the  needed  information  is  scattered  in  journals 
and  papers  which  only  a  minority  reads.  Yet  we  must  educate  ourselves,  because 
science  has  tremendous  power  in  our  lives  and  world,  often  without  our  having 
any  power  at  all  over  the  use  or  abuse  of  science. 

Decent  doctors  take  care  to  establish  what  is  known  as  ", informed  consent" 


on  the  part  of  the  patient.  This  means,  for  example,  that  a  cancer  patient  should 
be  well  informed  about  the  risks  and  benefits  of  taking  strong  medicine  like 
chemotherapy,  and  should  have  the  right  to  choose  other  treatment  or  none  at 
all.  In  research  projects  of  all  kinds,  however,  the  principle  of  informed  consent 
often  goes  unpracticed  for  the  sake  of  gathering  " uncontaminated "  data. 

Why? 

Why,  to  be  specific,  should  we  answer  the  questions  posed  to  us  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  survey?  Why  should  we  tell  researchers  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital  and  the 
Harvard  Medical  School  our  sex,  highest  grade  completed,  and  employment? 
Our  skills  and  talents,  and  those  in  our  families?  Whether  we  are  left-  or  right- 
handed  or  ambidextrous?  Our  medical  histories?  Why  should  we  tell  them 
whether  our  mothers  were  exposed  to  DES  or  experienced  stress  while  pregnant 
with  us?  Why  should  we  tell  them  our  sexual  orientations,  and  our  national  or 
ethnic  origins? 

Why  should  we  assume  that  strangers  who  ask  these  questions  of  us  are  do¬ 
ing  so  for  our  own  good?  Who  are  they,  what  do  they  want  to  know,  and  why?  We 
have  the  right  to  ask  them  our  own  questions  before  we  answer  theirs.  And  if  they 
do  gain  our  trust,  then  we  can  each  exercise  truly  informed  consent,  and  then  we 
can  each  decide  whether  we  will  or  won't  cooperate  in  their  research. 


Who  Decides  What's  Good  for  Us? 


Currently  research  in  genetics  and  endocrinology 
is  part  of  a  scientific  revolution  which  has  gained 
enormous  momentum  in  our  lifetimes.  Already  am¬ 
niocentesis  is  being  used  to  predict  the  sex  of  a  fetus, 
and  we  may  yet  see  the  day  when  it  is  used  to  predict 
the  future  sexual  orientation  of  a  child.  This  raises  the 
possibility  that  abortion  and  genetic  engineering  may 
soon  be  used  for  purposes  of  eugenic  social  control. 

It's  clear  to  lesbians  and  gay  men  that  most 
straight  people  would  prefer  a  world  in  which  each 
female  was  suitably  matched  with  each  male.  Straight 
folks  often  find  us  damnably  mysterious,  and  it  is 
very  difficult  for  many  of  them  to  accept  our  ex¬ 
istence.  They  have  a  need  to  explain  us,  which  often 
means  a  need  to  explain  us  away.  Difference  becomes 


sin,  or  crime,  or  disease,  and  is  explained  by  priests, 
sociologists,  or  scientists.  Setting  religion  aside,  the 
two  contending  explanations  for  homosexuality  have 
been  biological,  or  social,  or  a  mixture  of  both. 
Underlying  much  of  the  research  has  been  the  unex¬ 
amined  conviction  that  if  something  went  different, 
then  something  went  wrong.  This  has  been  an  article 
of  faith  among  many  scientists:  they  search  for  a 
cause  to  find  a  cure,  and  the  equation  of  difference 


with  disease  goes  unquestioned.  Ever  since  sexology 
and  psychology  emerged  as  sciences,  the  theoretical 
pendulum  has  swung  from  one  end  to  the  other  and  at 
present  it  is  swinging  several  swift  degrees  in  the 
direction  of  biology. 

The  research  and  literature  in  this  area  is  exten¬ 
sive,  but  a  few  examples  should  serve  to  map  the  ter¬ 
ritory.  A  leading  scientist  in  the  field  of  biologicial 
sexology  is  a  man  named  Dorner  in  East  Germany, 
and  his  work  has  a  strong  influence  and  reputation  in 
the  United  States.  His  research  includes  studies  of 
rats  exposed  to  manipulated  levels  of  hormones  and 
he  currently  works  with  male  homosexuals  whose 
mothers  were  pregnant  during  wartime.  His  writings 
include  an  article  titled  "Hormonal  induction  and 


prevention  of  female  homosexuality,"  published  in 
The  Journal  of  Endocrinology  in  1968.  A  decade  later, 
Jane  Brody  reviewed  current  work  in  the  field  and 
concluded  an  article  in  The  New  York  Times  by 
writing,  "It  seems  as  if  the  parts  of  the  brain  involved 
in  sexuality  can  be  primed  before  birth  (hormonally) 
to  make  the  individual  more  or  less  sensitive  to  cer¬ 
tain  kinds  of  environmental  triggers.  If  this  is  true,  a 
male  fetus  that  got  too  little  masculinizing  hormone  or 


a  female  fetus  that  got  too  much  might  be  more 
susceptible  than  others  to  environmental  influences 
that  provoke  homosexual  behavior.'' 

If  this  sounds  unclear,  think  of  dough  mixed  with 
too  little  or  too  much  yeast,  and  the  bread  too  dense  or 
too  light.  The  fundamental  idea  is  that  something  in 
the  sexual  recipe  ran  short  or  ran  wild,  at  least  in  the 
theorizing  of  scientists  who  tend  to  be  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  "deviance."  Yet  there  are  other  scientists 
and  researchers  who  recognize  that  "gender  blen¬ 
ding"  is  one  of  the  important  factors  which  make 
human  nature  human  and  not  something  else  in  the 
animal  world.  In  other  words,  no  matter  how  gay  or 
straight  or  butch  or  femme  or  male  or  female  you  may 
be,  gender  blending  played  a  part  in  the  evolution  of 
the  human  brain  over  millions  of  years,  and  of  all  our 
own  brains  during  nine  months  in  the  womb.  In  this 
light,  sexual  differences  reflect  a  lively  diversity  in 
the  human  species.  Gender  blending  may  be  partly 
responsible  not  only  for  sexual  orientation,  but  also 
for  the  broad  spectrum  of  emotional  and  intellectual 
orientations.  A  complex  phenomenon,  then,  which 
can't  be  reduced  only  to  pathology. 

In  an  article  titled  "Left  vs.  Right:  Brain  Function 
Tied  to  Hormone  in  the  Womb,"  published  in  The 
New  York  Times  (Sept.  24,  1985),  Daniel  Goleman 
wrote,  "Many  researchers  have  been  intrigued  by  a 
new,  daring  theory  about  left-handedness  and  the 
brain  that  at  first  seemed  farfetched  but  has  gained 
credibility  as  evidence  mounts.  The  theory  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  Norman  Geschwind,  who  until  his  death 
last  year  was  an  eminent  neurologist  at  Harvard 
Medical  School."  It  is  likely  that  some  of  the  resear¬ 
chers  behind  the  GCN  survey  were  colleagues  of 
Geschwind's  and  are  carrying  on  his  work.  Scientists, 
Goleman  wrote,  seem  to  have  found  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  incidence  of  dyslexia,  stuttering,  allergies, 
migraines,  and  auto-immune  disorders  like 
rheumatoid  arthritis  among  the  left-handed.  Yet  there 


Are  gays  born  or  made?  Any  answer  has  political 
repercussions .  If  we  aren  't  born  gay  and  choose  to  be , 
then  our  perversity  becomes  all  the  worse .  But  if  we 
truly  are  born  gay,  then  our  enemies  can  still  regard 
us  as  hopeless  cases.  Neither  "answer"  to  the 
question  will  win  us  many  friends  among  folks  who 
fear  and  hate  us. 


appear  to  be  some  balancing  advantages  as  well:  some 
scientists  report  a  "greater  number  of  left-handers 
among  architects  and  mathematically  gifted 
children,"  and  the  left-handed  also  recover  better 
than  the  right-handed  from  certain  kinds  of  brain 
damage  such  as  stroke. 

Is  homosexuality  a  variation  like  left-handedness, 
as  sexologists  like  John  Money  sometimes  say,  and  if 
so,  are  they  both  related  to  hormonal  variations  dur¬ 
ing  pregnancy?  Is  it  possible  that  left-handedness  and 
immune  disorders  are  more  common  among  gay  men 
for  that  reason,  and  would  this  predispose  us  to 
develop  AIDS  more  easily?  Is  it  conceivable  that  there 
is  a  grain  of  truth  to  the  stereotype  that  we  are  innate¬ 
ly  pathological,  or  innately  artistic?  Could  the 
mathematical  genius  of  a  gay  man  like  Alan  Turing 
have  had  some  thread  of  connection  to  his  erotic  be¬ 
ing?  From  such  grains  whole  mountains  of  specula¬ 
tion  may  arise,  and  from  such  threads  whole 
tapestries  may  be  woven. 

Certain  feminists,  gay  activists,  and  radicals  may 
wish  to  banish  all  such  science  into  the  outer 
darkness,  but  we  can't  wish  away  the  world  when  it 
takes  a  spin  we  don’t  like.  The  current  popular  posi¬ 
tion  among  many  gay  activists  and  writers  is  that  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  is  created  by  culture.  Period.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  this  position,  biology  has  nothing,  or  next  to 
nothing  to  do  with  destiny.  Instead,  society  is  the 
shaping  and  determining  force  in  every  aspect  of  our 
lives.  This  position  is  a  direct  challenge  to  the 
biological  determinism  of  many  political  reac¬ 
tionaries.  Rich,  straight,  white  men  like  to  believe 
they  are  "naturally"  superior  to  workers,  Blacks,  gay 
men  or  lesbians,  and  women,  so  the  danger  of  any 
simple  notion  of  nature  is  clear. 

Nature  and  biology,  however,  do  not 
dematerialize  at  our  own  political  convenience.  And 
if  we  are  clear-sighted,  then  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  best  scientists  and  the  best  research.  The 
new  knowledge  that  is  dawning  on  us  may  be  used  for 
the  good  of  us  all,  or  it  may  be  used  to  empower  ex¬ 
isting  or  new  ruling  classes.  Science  in  this  sense  is 
never  "value  neutral"  nor  objective.  Bio-engineering 
may  yet  result  in  unimagined  atrocities,  far  beyond 
the  scale  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki,  and  over  a 
much  greater  period  of  time.  We  don't  know.  We  do 
know  that  scientists,  like  every  other  kind  of  profes¬ 
sional,  have  been  capable  of  ethical  imbecility.  They 
are  trained  to  think  of  themselves  as  high  priests,  and 
i  can  grow  mighty  offended  when  the  cult  of  science  is 
challenged. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment  took  nothing  for  granted.  Nothing.  We  found  no 
special  virtue  in  religion,  no  immutable  nature  in  the 
family,  and  much  ignorance  in  science.  We  did  not 
bow  to  "experts"  of  any  kind.  Now  AIDS  has  struck 
and  delivered  us  once  again  back  into  the  hands  of 
crusading  moralists  and  doctors.  This  is  no  time  to 


romanticize  scientists  as  our  messiahs,  nor  to  reject 
them  as  satanic  figures.  But  we  do  have  to  be  clear 
and  cautious  about  the  potential  use  and  abuse  of 
scientific  knowledge.  Dr.  David  McWhirter  was 
recently  appointed  as  the  first  openly  gay  sex  resear¬ 
cher  on-the  advisory  board  of  the  Kinsey  Institute, 
and  he  was  asked  to  organize  an  international  con¬ 
ference  scheduled  this  month  to  discuss  recent 
developments  in  biological  sexology.  A  token  gay  man 
in  a  position  of  authority  does  not,  of  course,  mean 
that  the  knowledge  in  this  field  won't  be  turned 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Brutal  "therapies”  like  shock  treatment  have 
been  used  to  straighten  out  gay  people,  and  "chemical 
castration"  of  "sex  offenders"  is  still  being  used  with 
new  drugs  today.  In  some  studies,  one-third  to  over 
one-half  of  the  reported  "sexual  disorders  or 


offenses"  are  related  to  homosexual  pedophiles, 
otherwise  included  "compulsive  masturbation," 
transvestism,  and  "confusion  about  preferred  sexual 
orientation."  (See  "The  New  'Anti-Sex'  Drug,"  by 
Lawrence  Mass,  published  in  the  New  York  Native  in 
1981.) 

In  a  more  subtle  but  still  sinister  vein,  take  a  look 
at  Volume  7  of  the  Handbook  of  Behavioral 
Neurobiology,  edited  by  Adler,  Pfaff,  and  Goy,  and 
published  this  year  by  Plenum  Publishing  Corpora¬ 
tion.  It  contains  an  article  by  Ingeborg  L.  Ward  and  O. 
Byron  Ward  titled  "Sexual  Behavior  Differentiation: 
Effects  of  Prenatal  Manipulations  in  Rats."  The 
authors  never  explicitly  generalize  their  findings  from 
rats  to  humans,  but  they  do  conclude  that  "prenatal 
stress  or  exposure  to  opiates  results  in  a  failure  of 
masculinization  of  behavior"  in  male  rat  fetuses.  This 
essentially  replicates  the  work  of  Dorner  and  others. 
"The  importance  of  this  finding,"  they  write,  "is  that 
there  has  been  a  tendency  to  assume  that,  unless  in¬ 
dividuals  with  a  diversity  of  sexual  orientations"  have 
visible  physical  abnormalities,  the  cause  of  "their 
behavioral  predispositions  must  be  entirely  social." 

This  is  sinister  as  much  for  what  it  does  not  say  as 
for  what  it  does.  Stress  and  opiates  are  not  likely  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  widespread  incidence  of  homosexuality 
throughout  history  and  across  many  cultures,  though 
they  may  well  trigger  a  process  which  is  a  potential  of 
our  human  endowment.  What  is  most  human  about 
our  human  nature  is  precisely  our  evolutionary 
capacity  to  express  and  learn  a  wide  range  of  "second 
natures." 

Humans  are  animals,  but  we  are  not  rats,  and  our 
sexual  diversity  cannot  be  reduced  to-  pathological 
"failures”  of  "masculinity"  and  "femininity."  Such  a 
scientific  model  polarizes  the  spectrum  of  sexuality, 
and  again  stigmatizes  "deviants."  Sexology  easily 
becomes  a  tool  of  social  control:  thus  Richard  Green, 
a  psychiatrist  at  the  State  University  of  New  York, 
searches  for  signs  of  the  "pre-homosexual  child," 
which  may  include  a  boy's  fondness  for  dolls  instead 
of  baseball.  Green,  too,  believes  that  the  levels  of 
estrogen  and  androgen  in  the  brain  of  the  fetus  can 
predispose  a  male  to  "feminine"  behavior.  A  great 
tragedy!  Note  how  sexism  and  heterosexism  inter¬ 
twine  in  current  sexology,  devaluing  both  women  and 
gays,  and  oddly  exalting  the  straightest  of  men. 

Are  gays  born  or  made?  Any  answer  given  has 
political  repercussions.  If  we  aren't  born  gay  and 
choose  to  be,  then  our  perversity  becomes  all  the 


worse  and  nothing  but  prayer  can  save  us.  But  if  we 
truly  are  born  gay,  then  our  enemies  can  still  regard 
us  as  hopeless  cases.  Neither  "answer"  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  why  we  exist  will  win  us  many  friends  among 
folks  who  fear  and  hate  us.  Even  so,  there  are  some 
gays  who  are  naively  pleased  and  eager  to  have 
Science  confirm  that  we  are  Born  Gay.  Robert  Her¬ 
ron,  reviewing  Sexual  Preference  by  Bell,  Weinberg, 
and  Hammersmith,  criticized  those  authors  for  failing 
to  reach  this  tidy  conclusion  (see  "Born  Gay," 
Christopher  Street,  Issue  59,  1982.) 

Herron  dismissed  the  possibility  that  scientists 
will  try  to  pump  a  male  fetus  with  androgen  to  ensure 
a  butch  baby,  since  this  would  likely  produce  a  child 
with  very  low  intelligence.  But  dumb  butch  slaves 
might  be  very  useful  to  a  future  ruling  class,  following 
the  scenario  of  Huxley's  Brave  New  World.  Instead, 


Herron  wrote,  a  controlled  administration  of  hor¬ 
mones  "will  probably  be  used  to  increase  in¬ 
telligence."  And,  Herron  added  with  satisfaction,  "As 
a  side  effect,  that  will  increase  the  number  of 
homosexuals,  too."  Science  triumphs  over  "all  those 
hateful  hillbilly  preachers,"  and  Herron  proclaims: 
"Guilt  is  dead.  Long  live  pride." 

Can  we  really  afford  such  optimism?  Is  science  so 
benign?  Benjamin  Rush,  a  prominent  colonial 
American  doctor,  once  held  the  theory  that  black  skin 
was  a  form  of  congenital  leprosy.  Similar  "science" 
has  been  applied  to  "hysterical  women”  and 
"degenerate  Jews"  well  into  this  century.  Today  only 
outright  fascists  would  declare  in  public  that  Jews 
deserve  to  die  of  Tay-Sachs  disease,  or  that  Blacks 
deserve  to  die  of  sickle-cell  anemia,  but  preachers  and 
politicians  in  full  career  do  claim  that  AIDS  is  the 
Sword  of  the  Lord  striking  down  gay  men. 

In  the  case  of  Blacks  and  Jews,  scientists  today 
can  usually  distinguish  between  a  group  of  people 
and  the  diseases  it  is  prone  to  suffer.  But  in  the  case  of 
gays,  many  scientists  still  weave  a  seamless  fabric  of 
pathology,  each  strand  dyed  in  lurid  colors.  If  it  is 
discovered  that  gay  people  are  disproportionately 
prone  to  immune  disorders,  for  example,  then  science 
simply  "confirms"  the  folk  wisdom  that  we  are  cor¬ 
rupt  by  nature.  Do  we  also,  by  the  old  grace  of  nature, 
produce  more  than  our  fair  share  of  musicians  and 
mathematicians?  Even  if  this  were  proven  beyond  a 
doubt,  many  folks  would  feel  more  at  peace  in  a 
Straight  State. 

We  have  no  reason  this  late  in  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  to  have  blind  faith  in  scientists,  whether  they  are 
straight  or  gay.  Let's  just  imagine  that  the  scientists 
come  up  with  a  Magic  Pill  to  cure  AIDS,  and  let's  just 
imagine  that  this  Magic  Pill  could  cure  all  erotic 
"deviations"  as  well,  leaving  us  all  Healthy  and 
Heterosexual.  A  Magic  Pill  for  our  own  good .  .  .  Ab¬ 
surd?  A  queer  idea?  Maybe  so,  but  how  many  scien¬ 
tists  are  magicians  at  heart,  hoping  to  wave  the  right 
wand  and  change  the  world?  In  whose  image  would 
we  all  be  recreated? 

If  scientists  need  any  further  proof  of  our  perver¬ 
sity,  some  of  them  will  find  it  in  our  refusal  to 
swallow  a  Magic  Pill.  Or  even  in  our  simple  refusal  to 
cooperate  with  scientists  until  they  tell  us  why  they 
want  our  answers  to  their  questions.  Until  I  get  some 
answers  from  them,  all  my  answers  to  all  their  ques¬ 
tions  can  be  summed  up  in  one  syllable:  no. 


Nature  and  biology  do  not  dematerialize  at  our 
political  convenience .  And  if  we  are  clear-sighted , 
then  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  best  scientists 
and  the  best  research:  The  new  knowledge  that  is 
dawning  on  us  may  be  used  for  the  good  of  us  all ,  or  it 
may  be  used  to  empower  existing  or  new  ruling 

classes.  Science  in  this  sense  is  never  " value  neutral" 
nor  " objective .  " 
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guards  just  turn  their  heads  when  a 
gay  or  physically  weak  straight  is 
being  raped. 

So  you  have  to  either  get 
yourself  a  shank  [prison-made 
knife]  and  defend  yourself  (only 
the  administration  won ’t  see  it  as 
“ defensive  ”)  or  else  give  in  to  the 
“protection  ”  game. 

John  Browne 
365876  Coffield 
Rt  1  Box  150 

Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75861 


The  value  of  a  privilege  hierar¬ 
chy  is  practically  nil  if  it’s  not  visi¬ 
ble;  that  is,  if  people  don’t  know 
who’s  got  it  and  who  ain’t.  Walter 
Sutton  in  Oregon  tells  of  the  use  of 
a  “tag”  system  to  let  everybody 
who’s  interested  know  who  the 
“bad”  homos  are.  [It’s  a  ‘scarlet 
H\  if  you  can  believe  it!] 

In  Oregon  prisons  those  who 
oppress  gays  use  a  ‘scarlet  letter’ 
system  in  their  ‘management’  of 
gay  prisoners.  It  doesn  ’t  mean  we 
are  sexually  active.  If  our  sexual 
preference  is  noted  in  our  files 
when  we  are  admitted,  if  we  are 
overt,  either  verbally  or  by  our  ac¬ 
tions  (or  choice  of  associates),  if 
we  are  ‘caught  in  the  act’,  or 


especially  if  we  try  to  organize 
anything  gay  —  STAMP!  We  get 
the  letter  “H”  stamped  in  our 
files.  Oh,  yes,  also  if  we  receive 
any  gay  literature  in  the  mail. 

Not  all  the  gays  are  tagged.  If  we 
“suck  up  to  the  man,  ”  we  may  not 
get  tagged,  or  may  be  able  to  get 
the  dreaded  red  “H”  removed!  If 
we  stay  in  the  closet,  are  not  a 
management  problem,  etc.,  we 
may  not  get  the  evil  stamp. 

Two  of  the  beauties  of  this 
system  are:  other  inmates  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  files  and  if,  for 
‘managerial’  purposes,  the  gen¬ 
darmes  want  to  move  us,  they 
overlook  the  tag  and  put  us  in 
sometimes  dangerous  dormitory 
situations.  And  of  course  good 


jobs  and  early  parole  etc.  etc.  are 
all  a  function  of  the  stamp. 

I’ve  never  spoken  out  before 
publicly,  but  I’ve  suddenly  realiz¬ 


ed  “Child,  what  can  they  do  —  put 
you  in  prison  ?  ”  / ’ve  gotten  used  to 
being  in  a  cell  alone,  so  if  they  put 
me  in  solitary  confinement,  I  will 
be  about  the  same.  “Beat  me,  slap 
me,  call  me  Helen!”  I  know  this 
last  line  is  not  the  way  to  end  a  let¬ 
ter  about  such  a  serious  problem, 
but  if  you  could  possibly  realize 
the  stress  we  captive  sisters  and 
brothers  live  with,  you  would  also 
know:  we  must  keep  tongue-in- 
cheek,  or  we  might  be  tempted  to 
take  the  blade-to-wrist. 

Walter  Sutton 
47690 

2605  State  St. 

Salem,  OR  97310 


Okay,  this  is  the  flavor  of  the 
hierarchy /divide-and-conquer 
business.  Now  we  hear  about  some 
of  the  resistance  to  this  “efficiency 
authority.” 

Darrell  Hay,  also  in  the  “Tex- 
ass  Just-Us”  system  is  resisting  on 
two  fronts:  the  courts  and  prisoner 
organizing. 

I  have  read  just  about  every 
issue  [of  GCN/  recently  and  there 
are  a  lot  of  prisoners  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed,  though  not  in  the  same 
way,  what  I  have  expressed  about 
our  need  for  unity.  It  is  very  im¬ 
portant  that  we  not  become 
depressed  or  overwhelmed  by  the 
oppressors.  Gay  prisoners  have 
not  taken  their  issues  to  the  courts 
in  a  large  scale  manner.  [See  pen¬ 
pal  space.]  However,  this  may  be 
changing.  As  groups  such  as  the 
ACLU  begin  taking  more  interest 
in  gay  issues,  they  must  be 
pressured,  along  with  the  gay 
groups,  to  support  prisoners  in 
their  need  to  be  able  to  com¬ 
municate  and  associate  with  each 
other,  and  thus  to  ORGANIZE 
OURSEL  VES!  And  not  always  be 
dependent  on  decisions  others 
(lawyers)  make  for  us. 

I  am  currently  testifying  about 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Not  all  the  gays  are  tagged .  If  we  “suck  up 
to  the  man”  we  may  not  get  tagged ,  or  may 
be  able  to  get  the  dreaded  red  “H”  remov¬ 
ed,  or  if  we  stay  in  the  closet  and  are  not  a 
“management  problem.  ”  


So  you  have  to  either  get  yourself  a  shank 
and  defend  yourself  (only  the  administration 
won  Y  see  it  as  defensive)  or  else  give  in  to 
the  “protection  ”  game. 


with  special  guest 
singer/songwriter 

Patty  Larkin 


Saturday,  November  23 

8:00  p.m. 
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A  Tropical  Resort  in 

Key  West 
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sexual  rape  and  harassment  in  the 
Texas  system.  If  you  have  any  in¬ 
formation  on  this  please  send  it  to 
me. 

Also,  I  have  received  quite  a  few 
responses  to  our  “ ad  ”  in  the  pen¬ 
pal  column  about  forming  a  gay 
legal  support  network.  Many  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  have  written  and  we 
are  working  on  getting  into  better 
touch  with  each  other.  Every  start 
is  small,  however,  the  small  steps 
have  a  way  of  keeping  getting  big¬ 
ger.  Smile. 

Darrell  Hay 
263672 

PO  Box  38  Goree 
Huntsville,  TX  77344 

*  *  * 


And  finally,  Cornell  Kimmins 
speaks  of  the  main  tool  of  the 
power-entrenched,  both  behind 
the  walls  and  outside  here  in 
“minimum  custody,”  namely, 
“distraction,”  and  of  some  inspir¬ 
ing  organizing  of  resistance  to  it. 

Life  in  here  is  controlled  by  pro¬ 
viding  just  enough  activities  to 
distract  the  prisoners  from  any 
prolonged  reflection  on  their  wret¬ 
ched  condition.  The  point  is  to  fill 
up  the  day  with  meaningless  ac¬ 


tivities,  empty  diversions.  Aj  a 
result,  a  whole  network  of  institu¬ 
tions  are  here  to  absorb  the 
energies  of  the  prisoners.  Com¬ 
missary  needless  to  say  is  an  im¬ 
portant  aspect  of  survival  in  cap¬ 
tivity.  Once  each  week  prisoners 
visit  this  small  store  to  purchase 
the  little  things  that  make  life 
slightly  less  intolerable.  There  are 
also  short  exercise  periods  on  the 
yard.  This,  I  admit,  was  my 


other.  In  response,  imprisoned 
men  and  women  will  continually 
invent  and  invoke  various 
defenses.  Consequently,  two 
layers  of  existence  can  be  en¬ 
countered  within  almost  every 
prison.  The  first  layer  consists  of  | 
the  routines  and  rules  of  the  penal 
hierarchy.  The  second  layer  is  the 
prisoner  culture  itself,  our  own 
standards  of  behavior,  designed  to 
shield  ourselves  as  much  as  possi- 


Jails  and  prisons  are  contrived  to  break 
down  the  human  spirit ,  to  convert  the 
population  into  specimens  in  a  zoo  —  obe¬ 
dient  to  our  keepers,  but  dangerous  to  each 
other.  


favorite  activity,  and  as  long  as  the 
weather  permits,  these 
“distraught”  mentalities  here  look 
forward  with  great  pleasure  to 
volleyball  games,  basketball, 
handball,  and  arts,  crafts  and  card 
games.  With  this,  the  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities  behind  the  walls  is  prac¬ 
tically  complete.  It  is  amazing, 


ble  from  their  control. 

In  an  elementary  way  this 
culture  is  one  of  resistance,  but  a 
resistance  of  desperation.  It  is 
therefore  incapable  of  striking  a 
significant  blow  against  the 
system.  All  its  elements  are  based 
on  an  assumption  that  the  prison 
system  will  continue  to  survive. 


Life  here  is  controlled  by  providing  just 
enough  activities  to  distract  the  prisoners 
from  any  prolonged  reflection  on  their  wret¬ 
ched  condition...  The  main  purpose  of  these 
past  times  is  to  encourage  in  a  subtle  way 
obedience  and  submissiveness. 


however,  how  much  time  can  be 
consumed  in  these  things,  most  of 
which  contribute  not  in  the  least  to 
the  educational  or  social  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  prisoners.  The  main 
purpose  of  these  past  times  is  to 
encourage  in  a  subtle  way  obe¬ 
dience  and  submissiveness. 

Jails  and  prisons  are  contrived 
to  break  down  the  human  spirit,  to 
convert  the  population  into 
specimens  in  a  zoo  —  obedient  to 
our  keepers,  but  dangerous  to  each 


Precisely  for  this  reason  the  system 
does  not  move  to  crush  it.  (In  fact, 
it  sometimes  happens  that  there  is 
an  under-the-table  encouragement 
of  this  subculture.) 

At  present,  I  am  convalescing 
from  a  rather  serious  eye  injury 
sustained  from  being  maced 
because  I  had  everyone  here  in 
solitary  confinement  protesting 
the  lack  of  medical  treatment  for 

Continued  on  page  12 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 

WATERTOWN.  MA  02172  489-4047 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGAROE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKEUP  PERMS  COLORS 

G,.y  OiM’Mtwl 

Dotiq  X  Jay  Mmulos  Horn  Ht  l?HX  M.iss  PiKm 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO-MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the  Gay  Man 


□  1  box  of  3  (a  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  (a  $21.00 
NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 
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CHOICES  PO  Box  104 \  •  Lambertville,  NJ  08530 
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BLUEPRINT 

FOR 

ACTION 

A  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  TO  CHART  A  COURSE  OF  ACTION 


WANTS  YOU! 


NOVEMBER  23  &  24,  1985 

HUNTER  'COLLEGE,  NEW  '  YORK  CITY 


SPONSORED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  GAY  TASK  FORCE. 
$20  REGISTRATION  FEE.  REGISTER  BY  PHONING  NGTF  212-741-5800 


Boston, 


NICARAGUAN  COFFEE! 

Solidarity  begins  with  your  morning  coffee 

Ground:  regular  or  water-processed  decaf,  $60 /case 
(24  8.75  oz.  bags) 

Whole  Beans:  $60 /case  (five  2.2  lb.  bags) 
U.P.S.  shipping  included 

Mail  check  to:  Adelante  Trading,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1563  ' 

Department  G 
New  York,  NY  10025 
(212)  781-4040 


North  St 


nema 


call... 


t6n  Garden 


oslt 


267  Frien 


PLEASE 

JOIN 

Please  join  with  us  in  a  Thanksgiving  celebration 
to  look  back  and  express  gratitude  for  all  our  individual 
and  collective  accomplishments,  let's  stop  and  join  as  a 
group  for  support  and  spiritual  fulfillment 


The  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Interfaith  Coalition 

cordially  invites  you  to  attend  the 

Annual  Thanksgiving 
Service  of  Hope 

Monday  November  25  at  7:30  pm 
Arlington  Street  Church 

Arlington  and  Boylston  Streets  in  Boston. 

Guea  specter,  Lourdes  Rodriguez 

President,  Dgnty/Boston,  he. 

WITH  THE  PARTICIPATION  OF  THE 

Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 

Robert  Barney,  Director . 

PRIOR  TO  THE  I R  DECEMBER  l<t,  1985,  8:00PM  H0LYDAY  CONCERT 
"STRIKE  THE  HARP  ANO  JOIN  THE  CHORUS" 

JORDAN  HALL  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

Sponsoring  Organizations: 

Affirmation  (Methodist)  •  Am  Tikva.  Boston's  Community  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Jews  •  Boston 
Unitarian  UnrversaJist  Gay  and  Lesbian*  •  Dignity/Boston  (Roman  Catholic*)  •  Fnenda 
(Quakers  lor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns)  •  Gay  People  in  Christian  Science  •  Integrity  (Episco¬ 
pal)  •  The  Ionian  Society  (Greek  Orthodox)  •  Lutherans  Concerned  (New  England)  •  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Community  Church  of  Boston  •  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  •  Seventh-day  Adventist 
International  (Kinship)  •  United  Church  of  Christ  Coalition  tor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns. 

INTERPRETED  FOR  THE  HEARING  IMPAIRED  by  Rearae  Sears 

CHILD  CAM  A  NOV  I  DEO. 
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Hear  great  music  &  support  GCN! 

Bright  Morning  Star 

benefit  concert  Sunday,  Nov.  1 7 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 
Janice  Planter,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 
483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insurant  e  act  opted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street  E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

Boston.  Mass  02109  -  ,  800  352-3185 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3195 


Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services 

Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Services  (GLCS): 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 

A  time-limited  group  for  women  who  are  still  deeply  affected  by  the  family 
disease  of-  alcoholism.  The  group  will  deal  with  the  issues  of  low  self¬ 
esteem;  trust  and  intimacy;  anger;  victimization;  and  relationships. 

Focus  will  be  on  tools  for  recovery  and  living. 


Friendship  &  Intimacy  for  Women 

A  time  limited  group  is  now  forming.  This  will  be  a  therapy,  support  group  in 
which  the  members  deal  with  issues  related  to  friendship  and  intimacy  in 
our  community. 

For  more  info  on  either  group,  please  call  Sarah  Davis  Smith,  M.  Div.  at 

GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 


Continued  from  page  1 1 

several  individuals.  I’ve  relin¬ 
quished  a  ten-day  fast  (today) 
because  the  guys  who  needed  the 
care  were  taken  to  the  hospital. 
However,  I  acquired  the  flu  from 
their  turning  an  air-conditioner  on 
me  full  power  when  I  had  my 
clothes  taken  away  (for  my  'pro¬ 
tection  ’).  But  I  held  on  tenacious¬ 
ly.  In  all  reality,  Michael,  their  per¬ 
sistent  harassment  serves  to  con¬ 


solidate  my  mental  drive. 

Originally,  when  I  started  the 
protest  the  jailers  had  insisted  that 
I  be  shipped  to  a  penitentiary  in 
Washington  state,  but  at  the  last 
moment  changed  their  minds 
because  several  prisoners  here 
threatened  hunger  strikes  with  me! 

Thank  you  kindly  for  your  con¬ 
cern  as  to  my  safety. 

Cornell  Kimmins 

39387 

Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 

*  *  * 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

*  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731- 101 5  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Brighton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 

GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses .  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organuahons ,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  ere  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 
USA  &  CANADA  J10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3. 50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3. 50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 

S20;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden- 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
intermation.  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Oay  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario  M4'l 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


In  our  “in  the  oven”  category 
of  articles/organizing  ideas  — 
which  we  would  love  to  hear  your 
(insiders  and  outsiders!)  com¬ 
ments  on  (and  additions  to!),  there 
are  the  following.  (PLEASE,  since 
there  will  probably  —  hopefully  — 
be  many  responses  to  this,  DON’T 
expect  a  quick  response  letter  if 
you  have  questions.  We’re  short 
(!)  on  labor  power  and  will  do  our 
best,  (smile) 


*  AIDS  (and  health  generally)  in 
prison:  we  need  prison  handouts 
on  AIDS  and  your  information  on 
how  this  health  crisis  is  being  used 
against  gays  (distracting  attention 
from  the  more  important  prison 
AIDS  business,  namely  “users.”) 
See  the  “Prisoners  Seeking 
Friends”  space  this  week! 

*  We’re  putting  together  a  packet 
on  TV/TS  issues  and  problems. 

The  “treatment’ ’/abuse  of  “sex 
offenders”  (generally,  gay  men  in 
prison  for  sex  with  “minors.”  This 
is  where  the  “indeterminate 
sentencing”/carrot  and  stick 
system  becomes  rabid.  Your 
freedom  is  held  out  before  you  if 
only  you  will  repent  (show  guilt 
and  say  you’re  not  really  interested 
in  that  anymore).  You  are  often 
much  more  heavily  punished  for 
sex  with  a  teenager  than  for 


murder.  (Dan  White  is  not  the  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  rule  that  you  think.) 

*  Forced  medication  (or  the  op¬ 
posite  —  deprivation  of  medica¬ 
tion). 

♦Why  is  there  so  much  more  “sex¬ 
ual”  violence  in  some  prisons  than 
in  others?  Systems  that  contain 
several  prison  units  seem  to  use 
this  ‘tradition’  as  a  control  threat. 

*  What  kind  of  support  is  needed 
for  earlier  parole? 

*  How  can  we  get  other  gay  groups 
and  publications  (especially)  to 
start  “prisoner  projects”  of  their 
own?  For  example,  just  printing 
small  penpal  ads  as  “filler”  if 
nothing  else!  (My  feeling  is  that  if 
we  can  get  them  just  opening  the 
prisoner  mail  and  reading  it  (in¬ 
stead  of  just  throwing  it  away; 
because  prisoners  don’t  have 
enough  money  to  spend?)  they’ll 
get  ‘caught’  —  too  many  of  those 
letters  are  just  too  powerful  to 
simply  ignore  after  you’ve  read 
them.) 


*  Others? 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commission)-  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
f  responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 

about  GCN  (or  willing  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


FENWAT  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  Q2US  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday- Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evening!  available. 
Located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Awe.  at  Beridee  College  of  Music. 

RATTENTCENTTRED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 
ftjdiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  family  Planning  •  Women!  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Sports  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/BAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VtSA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  Of  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTOVS  LESBI AN/CAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAY/FEN  WMY  STUDENT  ft  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 


Out  And  Still  Lonely 

you  still  feel  awkward  and  inadequate. .  .you’re 
shy. .  .you’re  scared  to  date  or  make 
friends. .  .you  can’t  find  a  lover. .  .your  family  has 
rejected  you. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Do  not  fool  yourself  into  thinking  that  as 
long  as  you  ‘ behave  ’  they  won  ’ t  treat  you 
that  way.  They  AL  W A  YS  need  to  treat 
someone  that  way.  [Someone  has  to  be  a 
“have-not”!]  
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 

PERSONALS 


STONEHAM  RED 

From  supper  to  coffee  to  lunch 
I  was  finally  upgraded  to  munch 
through  a  talk  I’ve  oft  heard, 
once  again  I'm  deterred, 
by  a  woman  who  packs  quite  a  punch. 

Thanks  for  the  hummus  and  chatter 
(if  ever  a  brush— off  could  flatter!) 

I  would  say  you’ve  quite  freezed 
(but  at  least  you’ve  not  teased) 
any  hope  that  I  held  in  this  matter. 

So  one  more  friend  I’ll  have  to  resist 
I  can  flirt  but  it  won’t  get  me  kissed 
It’s  okay!  I  don’t  mind! 
and  some  day  when  inclined, 
we’ll  arrange  a  romantic  new  tryst. 

xxx— H 

_ (c) 

GWF’S  WITH  CLASS 

GWF-25,  I’m  tall,  husky,  quiet,  honest, 
gd-looking  with  some  degree  of  class- 
seek  gwf’s  with  simialr  qualities  for 
companionship.  Boston  area.  Reply 
Box  267. _  (18) 

I  AM  A  WARM  PERSON 

caring  person.  I  want  a  good  rel.  Hi 
GWM  20  Bl/bl  150  lbs  57"  seek  18  to  28 
for  a  relationship-friendship.  I  am  semi 
handicapp.  like  to  travel.  PO  Box  965 
Islington,  Mass.  02090. _ (20) 

RACIAL  MIXING,  GAY  MEN 
200  ads  nationwide  $2.00  and  SASE  to 
J.  Miller  Box  40462  San  Diego  CA 
92104.  Your  25  word  ad  printed  free, 
uncensored.  Love  is  color  blind!  (19) 

L,  gentle,  good-hearted,  introspective, 
yet  fun-loving.  Non-restrictive  clothing, 
20,  seeks  similar,  age  open.  PO  Box 
2383  Fitchburg  MA  01420. _ (23) 

CUTE  YOUNG  BOY  WANTED.  18-24 
I  love  beautiful  young  guys.  Let  me  kiss 
your  little  bum  and  hold  you  all  night 
long.  I  give  good  back  rubs  and  I’m 
good  at  giving  lots  of  other  things  too.  I 
am  24,  5’8"  195  lbs.  Husky  manly  warm 
loving  and  caring.  Write  to  me  and  tell 
me  what  you  like  and  don’t  be  shy. 
Please  send  photo.  Absolute  discretion 
assured.  Lowell  area.  Box  #283.  (20) 

L,  30  y.o.,  androg,  an  Aries  with  dry 
sense  of  humor.  Sks  fellow  7  Sister  or 
Ivy  League  grad  to  share  talk  and 

romance.  Reply  Box  282. _ (20) 

Seeking  literate  woman  w/interest  in 
arts.  You’ve  been  a  lot  of  places,  done  a 
lot  of  things  +  like  life  a  little  out  of  the 
ordinary.  You’re  just  sort  of  fern.  I’m  an 
artist  31  a  quality  woman  w/active 
mind-love  dancing  +  mischievous 
adventure  entrepeneur  skeeming  deep 
conversation  I  won’t  meet  you  any 
other  way.  Sparks  might  fly!  Box  281. 

_ (20) 

GWF??  25,  having  a  difficult  time  ac¬ 
cepting  lesbian  identity.  Would  like  to 
share  experiences  with  other  women.  Is 
it  possible?  Would  love  to  meet  some 
to  indulge  in  athletic  adventures 
movies  bars.  I  am  working  professional¬ 
ly.  Notorious  for  my  energy  and  en- 

thusiasm.  Box  284. _ __(19) 

Attractive  WLF  30’s  intel  romantic 
would  like  to  have  dinner  and  perhaps 
go  dancing  with  a  sensuous  attractive 

energetic  womon.  Box  280. _ 09) 

Need  a  good  spanking,  a  good  fuck!!! 
Dorn.  fern,  lesbian  30  s  seeks  playmate 
for  fun.  Must  be  able  to  relate  to  a  fat 

woman  s/m  O.K.  Box  285. _ J21) 

GF-18,  college  student  seeks  other  GFs 
for  fun  +  friendship(penpals  okay  too) 
my  interests  include  music(all  types) 
deserted  beaches  crowded  parties 
quiet  evenings  poetry  +  Frisbee  play¬ 
ing.  How  about  yourself?  P.O.  Box  402 

Pembroke,  MA  02359. _ (20) 

Anyone  interested  in  a  bisexual 
women's  support/social  group  for  the 
Cape-South  Shore  area?  Send  a 
response  along  with  ideas/sugstns  to 
PO  Box  2056  Centerville,  MA  02632.  (20) 
BI-CONNECTIONS 

Introductions  by  mail  for  bisexual 
women.  Friendship  romance  business 
contacts,  etc.  Long  SASE  to  P.O.  Box 
193  Kendall  Sq.,  Cambridge  MA  02142. 

_ (20) 

HELENA  AND  GAIL  OF  JP 

We  lost  your  phone  number  and  would 
like  to  see  you  again.  Call  Miriam  and 
Dianne  in  Wayland.  358-7512. _ (19) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
M  A  02205. _ (34) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who’s 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  MA  02125. _ (25) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  5’9”,  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 

GF,  18,  seeks  friends/penpals  16-22  into 
reading,  travel,  talking,  music,  and 
most  other  things.  In  Boston  area  if  you 
want  to  meet.  Box  264. _ (19) 

NORTH  SHORE  LF’S  45  + 
CLOSETED  OR  SEMI-CLOSETED 

Small  group  forming  for  occasional  in¬ 
formal  meetings  to  share  ideas  on 
mutual  interests  and  the  challenges  of 
opting  for  discretion  in  a  let-it-al l-hang- 
out  era.  Self-acceptance  and  a  sense  of 
humor  needed.  Must  be  tolerant  of 
smokers.  Box  336,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880. _ (21) 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489. _ (25) 

SAFE  JO  ONLY 

Health  conscious  wm,  32,  Italian  good 
looks,  6',  165  lbs.,  very  well  hung  9". 
Wants  hot  jo  scene  with  hot  looking 
guys  who  feel  the  same  way.  Serious 
replies  only  to  POB  410  Charlestown, 
MA  02129. _  (20) 

Are  there  any  South  Shore  lesbian 
gardeners,  livestock  owners  or  folk 
music  buffs  out  there?  Box  274.  (19) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 

GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy  or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  looking.  Call 
536-2693. _  (23) 

INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 
Westborough,  MAPI 581. _ (29) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 

LOOKING  FOR  MISS  RIGHT 

GWF,  cute,  petite,  brn  hair,  blue  eyes, 
age  24,  seeking  attractive  feminine 
blonde  gf  20-30.  Like  outdoors,  animals, 
talking  and  sharing  each  others  com¬ 
pany.  Send  letter  and  photo.  Serious 
replies  only.  I’m  looking  for  serious 
relationship  with  special  and  sensitive 
womyn.  Box  279. _ (19) 

GWM,  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30"  waist,  9”cir, 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movle  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 


Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

Attractive  GF  early  40’s  wants  fling 
with  other  gf.  Must  be  honest,  clean, 
mature.  Lynn  area;  no  drugs,  no  ties. 
Reply  Box  276. _ (20) 


PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St„  NY  NY  10011,  (ex) 


Issues  in  Gender, 

A  j  Sex  &  Politics  Mjt 

UkatufMc  rji* 

Sports  f  •  !  Poetry 

Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay/Straight  Interactions 

Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  oj  the  anti-sexist 
men 's  movement. _ 

Regular  subscription  S12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  issue  $3.50 
306kN.  Brooks. Madison.  Wl  5371S 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/international 
news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $1 1 
year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs,  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.(ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTIONS 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  &  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  ^263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (14/18) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville, 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

MOVERS  - _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ TO 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


1 

From  $18  /  hr. 

sj 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  a 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

5 

236-1848 

SERVICES 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


WIZE  HANDS 

Healing  massage  for  women.  Wonder¬ 
ful  gift  certificares.  Sliding  scale.  Call 
Sue  Daurio  at  522-9094.  (21) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


RECEPTION/RELEASE:MASSAGE 

Discover  the  feeling  of  wellness.  Learn 
the  healing  power  of  every  body-mind. 
Awaken  the  healer  in  you.  Call  Keith  for 
appt.  527-2064. _  (20) 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

AUDITIONS _ 

The  New  Women’s  Chorus,  a  musical 
feminist  collective  is  looking  for  new 
members  of  all  voice  parts.  Auditions 
are  Monday,  November  18  at  7PM  at  the 
Women’s  Center  in  Cambridge  (126 
Pleasent  St.)  For  more  information  call 
524-6878,  evenings. _ _ (18) 


JOB  OPORTUNIT1ES 

FUNDRAISER 

Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  fundraiser/outreach 
coordinator.  Salary:  mid  to  upper  teens. 
Women  of  Color  are  encouraged  to  app¬ 
ly.  Resume/Letter  of  interest  to  RES¬ 
POND,  Box  555,  Somerville  02143.  (19) 

BATTERED  WOMEN  S  SHELTER 

Multicultural  collectively  run  shelter 
has  two  openings  Direct  Service  Ad¬ 
vocate  and  Fundraiser/Admin.  Women 
of  color/former  battered  encouraged  to 
apply  Resumes  by  Nov.29  to:  Transition 
House  PO  Box  530  Camb  02238  ATT. 
Hiring  Comm.  (For  more  info  354-2676). 
_ (21) 

NETWORK  MARKETING 

Our  company  is  growing  25  percent  a 
month.  Create  high  level  wellness  and 
own  your  own  business.  5  hours  a  week 
required.  Call  Keith  527-2064. _ (20) 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  the  Experience: 

An  excellent  position  for  people  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  work  on  a  freelance  basis 
(20  percent  commission).  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgable  about  GCN,  or  willing  to 
learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor 
Boston.  MA  02111  _ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INCEST  SURVIVORS  GROUP 

Ongoing  therapy  group  for  lesbian 
incest  survivors  seeks  new  members. 
12-week  commitment.  Call  Gloria 
Melnitsky,  LICSW  at  Pequod, 
.354-6259. _ (20) 

GRAND  OPENING 

We’re  back.  Women's  Craft  Market 
opening  celebration  Dec  7;  Hourly  door 
prizes  and  more.  Buy  your  holiday 
goods  from  our  women-made  produces. 
Weekends  Dec  7-22  downstairs  at  186 
Hampshire  St  Cambridge.  Everyone 
Welcomed. _  (22) 


CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144. _ (26) 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET _ APT _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

■  Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00  = 

.  Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

Non-Business 

x  1.00  = 

or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

-  - 

*  1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00  = 

TOTAL  fori  Week 

(Add) 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

J  Additional  Lines 

Business 

-x  .75  = 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

>J  or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50  = 

DISCOUNTS:  (or  10-20 

■ 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

TOTAL  =  - 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


: 

i 

I 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


Fun  feminist  semi -cooperative 
household  seeks  fourth.  Somer¬ 
ville/Cambridge  line,  near  T,  available 
immediately.  175+  call  776-2692.  (20) 

WEYMOUTH 

2L  seeks  3rd  to  share  private  home.  No 
cigs  and  no  more  pets.  $350  +  util.  Call 
331-8416. _ (20) 

L  musician  seeks  non-smoking  room¬ 
mate  to  share  recently  renovated  South 
End  apt  as  of  Jan  1  $315+  util.  Call 
evenings  424-8776. _ (20) 

GOOD  WOMAN  WANTED 
F  to  share  Camb  house  with  1  Bi  1  LF. 
We  are  feminist  committed  to  growth 
+  creating  balnce  in  our  home.  We 
seek  indep  non-smoking  animal  lover. 
Pkg  nr  T  $208+  no  cats  Avail 
December.  Call  354-3399.  Leave 
message. _ (20) 

JP-GRT  APT  TO  SHARE 
for  M  or  W-quiet  area  in  JP,  with  2  M,  1 
gay,  1  not.  We're  Ikg  for  someone  30  + 
who  can  tolerate  busy  lifestyle  and 
shared  moments.  For  Dec  1st.  Call 
Richard  or  Ed  at  522-2184. _ (20) 

INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE 
2  LF  30’s  seek  same  to  share  3bdrm  apt 
in  Somerville  porches  yard  2nd  floor. 
We  have  1  scruffy  ole  dog  and  2  cats, 
no  drugs  or  ale.  References  required. 
Immediate  opening  responsible  people 
only.  623-3875. 183.33  + util. _ (20) 

Independent  professional  friendly  LF 
seeks  same  to  share  spacious  ,  must 
see  2BR,  Dorchester.  Quiet  str.  pkg.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  Cats  OK.  287.50 +  . 
436-2152  mornings. _ (21) 

L  28  seeking  L25  +  non-smoker  to 
share  2 br  house  in  Roslindale  near  T. 
Have  a  dog.  $350mo  incl  utils.  Call 

Marge  327-4540  keep  trying! _ (20) 

F  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF’s  seeking  3rd  f  for  3  bed  apt.  in  JP, 
very  near  pond.  Beautiful,  sunny, 
woodfloors,  fireplace,  laundry,  storage, 
roofdeck.  (Have  a  dog,  no  more  pets). 
Exp.  chef  prefered.  $360  heated.  Dec. 
1st.  or  as  soon  as  possible.  522-1953  if 
not  in  please  leave  message. _ (20) 

READY  FOR  A  CHANGE? 

2  L,  cat,  dog,  &  kitten  seek  3rd  L  to  com¬ 
plete  our  Newton  home.  Tree  lined 
neighborhood  ,  tree  filled  yard. 
Spacious  apt.  w/fireplace,  w/d.  For  Dec. 
1st.  $250  +  .  Veg/nonsmkg/25  + .  Call 
after  9PM  965-5044.  (19) 


BROOKLINE  WOMONSPACE 

Rm  avail  for  womon  in  3  bdrm  rent- 
control  apt.  in  Washington  Square. 
No  cigarette  smkg  or  pets.  $200/monm 
includes  heat.  Avail,  now.  232-9349.  (19) 
Searching  for  roommate  who  wants  to 
share  friendly  times  and  inexpen. 
space  in  Brookline,  nr  T.  LF  27  +  and 
fond  of  cats.  Call  Kim:  232-0117,  morns 
and  eves. _ (!■?) 


ROOMEZE 

LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommite  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 


HOUSING  SOUGHT 

$100  REWARD!! 

For  info  leading  to  rental  of  Ige  studio 
or  1  bed  apt  in  Camb/Som.  Sunny  safe 
reasonable  rent.  Dec  1st  occ.  Ellen 
288-9136.  _ (19) 


APARTMENTS 


DOR.MTG  HSE  HILL  AREA 

2  bdrm  in  2  fam  liv  +  din  rms  large  kit 
pantry  hrd  wd  firs  off  st  prkng.  11/15  or 
12/1-  $515  ht  wtr  incl,  pets  OK.  288-2957. 
_ (20) 

SOMERVILLE  APT. 

1st  floor  of  lesbian  occupied  house,  6 
rooms.  Near  Davis  Square.  Available 
Dec.  1.  $600  including  heat.  626-2447. 
_  (13) 

BEAUTIFUL  MEDFORD  APTARTMENT 

Sunny  7  room  3  or  4  bdrm,  2nd  floor  apt. 
near  Tufts  U,  conv  to  T,  porches.  Avail 
immed.,  no  dogs.  (617)628-5447  Iv  mesg. 

_ (19) 


RESORTS 


INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

BR  inbeautiful  renovated  2  br  apt.  w/ 
wood  floors  in  Dorch.  $250  + .  I  am 
woman,  29,  w/  cat.  Nonsmoking  woman 
only.  No  more  pets.  825-6169.  Eves.  (16) 

HAVE  WE  GOT  A  HOUSE  FOR  YOU! 

3  friendly  feminist  women  seek  4th  for 
sunny,  quiet,  semi-coop  Arl.  house. 
Small  room, big  house,  hdwd  firs, 
driveway  pkg,  nr  T.  Wshr  &  dryer,  por¬ 
ches.  Only  $160.  For  Dec.  1st.  or  ASAP. 
Please  call  646-1295  eves,  Nancy  B, 
491-2754  days.  Do  call. _ (19) 

APARTMENT  MATE  WANTED/M 
Your  own  fully  furnished  bedroom  in  5 
room  apt.  Complete  kitchen,  all 
amenities  w/d/dw.  Can  take  cat.  3  min. 
to  T.  $  185/mo  +  util.  Call  288-4147.  (19) 

F  to  share  2  bedroom  apt.  in  Dorch. 
Nice  apt.,  good  area  on  red  line.  2  cats, 
smk,  reasonably  clean  and  repon. 
$195  +  .  Call  Janet  265-7599. _ (19) 

LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  near  T. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  Avail.  Dec.  1  327-3193.  (20) 

UNION  SQUARE  SOMERVILLE 

LF,  gay  male  seek  responsible  rmt  for 
unique  living  situation  in  Victorian 
home.  Porch,  yard,  parking.  $266/mo  + 
util.  No  pets.  623-8567,  Lve.  msg.  (19) 

LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  near  T. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200  +  .  Available  Dec.  1st. 
Call  327-3193.  (20) 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  INN.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ _ (s17) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  tne  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  delicious  food  and 
good  cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-country 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There’s  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
118G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
Judi.  innkeepers.  (24) 


VACATION  IN  VERMONT 

Lovely  apt  in  converted  barn  near  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  White  Mts  skiing  Dec 
21-31  (802)866-3330  evenings  Laurie  or 
Janet. _ _ _ (£?> 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA 
02657.(617)487-2270. _ (O) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _  (?) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _  (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.13,  no.22)) 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY..." 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you're  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653.  _ (?) 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204, 
Millis  MA  02054,  _ (23) 

WORK-SURVIVAL  GROUP 

Ongoing  support-study  group  seeks 
new  members  with  varied  backgrounds 
and  experiences.  For  info  call  623-2117 
or  628-6007.  Lesbians  only. _ (19) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  584 
Castro  St.  SF,  CA  94114, _ (v14.15) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992, _ (72) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (c) 

GCN’s  Circulation  Department  needs 
help  updating  the  paper’s  mailing  list. 
The  volunteer  position  requires  a  com¬ 
mitment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week, 
and  a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn 
about  data  input.  If  you’re  interested, 
call  Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (c) 
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1  am  Black,  female,  lonely,  In¬ 
telligent,  and  lesbian  and  am  looking  I 
for  a  mature  lesbian  to  make  things 
happen.  Enjoy  "heavy”  reading,  [ 
poetry,  and  serious  minds.  Save  the 
bullshit,  please.  I  am  trying  to  change 
my  life... for  the  better.  Outsiders 
welcome I  Kathy  D.  WILLIS,  88981,  [ 
971  Cty  Hwy  K,  Taycheedah  Wl  | 
54935. 


Thank  you  for  your  free  newspaper  ! 
Here  is  a  little  bit  about  me  in  case 
gay  woman  wants  to  write.  I  love  to  | 
dance,  the  beach,  horses,  and  con¬ 
sider  myself  a  very  understanding, 
loving  person.  Julie  VAUGHN,  1507381 
-  409,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  | 
FL  33024. 


I'm  Italian  pretty  and  would  like  to  I 
hear  trom  all  you  daring  down  lo 
eortn  butenes'  Let  me  see  now  many  [ 
older  butenes  are  really  interested 
this  tor -real  lady  Ondy  KIMBLE.  POBox  | 
535  Jessup  MD  20794 


Prisoners  and  Friends:  PROTEST  the 
INDIFFERENCE  of  ’GAY’  Groups! 
Write  letters  the  following  (and 
others  more  near  to  where  you  are) 
to  teach  them  that  many  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  prisoners  have  -  from  getting 
In  to  getting  out  -  ARE  ’gay’  pro¬ 
blems  (not  just  your  individual 
prisoner  problems).  They  need  to 
hear  this  from  MANY  of  you;  other¬ 
wise  they'll  keep  saying  ‘That's 
his/her  problem,  not  ’ours’.  You 
need  to  get  CLASS  ACTION  suits  go¬ 
ing,  not  just  Individual  protestl 
e  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates, 
540  Castro  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114  (western  U.S.  only);  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave,  NY,  NY 
10011;  ACLU  National  Gay  Rights 
Project,  633  So.  Shatto  PI.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90005;  National 
Lawyers  Guild,  Gay  Caucus,  558 
Capp  St.,  San  Francisco  CA  94110; 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd 
St.,  NY,  NY  10036  (eastern  U.S.  only); 
Texas  Human  Rights  Found.,  1519 
Maryland,  Houston  TX  77006  (TX  pris  | 
only).  Do  NOT  expect  Immediate 
results.  They  will  take  some  time  and 
effort  to  educate.  The  more  of  you 
who  write  and  make  It  clear  the  | 
issues  are  GAY,  the  more  attention  i 
they’ll  have  to  pay.  (Don't  be  surpris¬ 
ed  If  you  don't  get  any  response  at 
first) 

Also  write  local  gay  papers  and  I 
groups:  GCN  will  furnish  addresses. 
Again,  don’t  expect  immediate  | 
results,  they  have  to  be  'educated' 
(BY  YOUI)  


ACLU  RIGHTS  OF  PRISONERS 
FREE  to  prisoners 
(while  they  last) 

I  Send  to:  ACLU,  132  W.  43rd  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10036 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


PRISONERS  and  AIDS 

Some  of  you  have  sent  your  prison 
admin,  'fact'  sheets  on  AIDS.  Thank 
you,  we'd  like  to  see  more  of  these. 
We  will  be  putting  something 
together  on  apparent  ‘causes'  and 
symptoms  (and  support  groups;  tho’ 
these  groups  are  generally  not 
geared  to  prisoners,  so  you’ll  have 
to  push'  them  to  pay  some  atten¬ 
tion). 

Meanwhile,  2  things  are  clear: 
e  the  prisons  are  implying  that  ALL 
gay  sex  causes  AIDS;  this  is  WRONG 
—  at  most,  sex  In  which  cum  or 
blood  go  from  one  person  INTO 
another,  and  rimming  are  not  ‘safe’; 
other  varieties  (mutual  jerk  off,  kiss¬ 
ing,  chewing,  licking,  etc  etc)  are 
OK  (I) 

e  It  is  the  SHARING  of  needles  by 
users,  more  than  safe  gay  sex,  that 
Is  causing  most  of  the  AIDS  pro¬ 
blems  in  prison;  don’t  let  them 
dump  this  problem  Into  the  laps  of 
gay  prisoners;  EDUCATE  the  other 
prisoners  and  the  guards  (if  there 
are  any  with  the  Intelligence  to 
listen)  about  this. 

Send  us  info  about  how  all  this  is 
being  handled  at  your  place.  Don't 
expect  responses  back  to  all  these! 

In  case  you  didn't  know,  THERE  ARE 
HUNDREDS  OF  YOUI  (gay  and  lesbian 
prisoners  who  are  reading  this 
paper  and  many  of  you  will  write; 
by  the  way,  THANKSI)  (smile) 


Just  want  to  say  I've  had  the 
chance  to  read  you  paper  and  I’d 
like  to  say  It's  beautiful  and  con¬ 
tinue  with  the  good  and  righteous 
workl  I  write  poetry,  am  a  semi-artist, 
studying  criminal  law,  and  if  there's 
anyone  out  there  who’d  like  to  cor¬ 
respond,  I'd  like  it.  Freddy  COWAN, 
81A376,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011, 
Here  Is  a  brief  resume  of  myself  so 
your  readers  will  have  a  little 
knowledge  about  me  in  they’d  like 
to  write:  I'm  Italian  and  German,  blk 
hair,  blue  eyes,  age  32,  wt  145, 
parole  Nov  ’86.  Tony  LOGSDON, 
136-620,  Box  4671,  Lima  OH  45802. 
I'd  like  to  hear  from  down  to  earth 
GMs.  Sports,  music,  potery,  finding 
and  loving  each  other  are  my  main 
interests.  Send  stamp  if  possible.  Pic 
gets  mine.  Kim  L.  EMIG,  159973,  3201 
Bemls  Rd,  Ypsilanti  Ml  48197. _ 

GCN  is  a  real  help  to  me.  Being  gay 
in  prison  makes  people  think  you 
are  weak.  GCN  makes  me  feel  bet¬ 
ter  about  me  because  I  know  there 
are  a  lot  of  people  out  there  who 
care  and  some  who  are  in  the  same 
situation  (and  are  surviving!)  James 
W.  MEADE,  085286,  500  Orange  Ave 
Circle  B-36,  Belle  Glade  FL  33430 
I  would  like  to  correspond  and 
make  friendships  with  openminded 
men  and  women.  Will  share  photos, 
Ideas,  and  thoughts  towards  mutual 
understanding.  David  FANCHER, 
298509,  Rt  4  Box  1100,  Rosharon  TX 
77583. _ 

I'm  seeking  a  warm  sincere  male  to 
correspond  with.  Photo  would  be 
appreciated  If  possible.  Larry 
LUCAS,  850033,  Box  41,  Michigan  CF 
ty  IN  46360. _ 

Attractive,  good  sense  of  humor, 
pretty  well  educated,  a  bit  ag¬ 
gressive.  understanding  and  sen¬ 
sitive.  I  like  jazz  and  sports.  Eric 
DUNN.  144549,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699. 


BIM  seeking  bi-couples  for  friends 
and  more.  Getting  out  soon.  Open. 
Pat  WELCH.  Box  C-33894,  Represa 
ICA  95671. _ 

Strait  Black  male  looking  for  strong, 
longlasting  relationship  with  gay 
person.  Tall,  bright  (k  handsome.  TVs 
and  TSs  welcomel  Freedom  in  June 
'86.  Julius  EVANS.  303333,  PO  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

Young  male  looking  for  relation 
with  TVs,  TSs,  and  femm  gays.  Lots  of 
tender  loving  care  to  give.  Soon  to 
|  be  released.  Alphonso  DIGGS,  82B 
1591,  Box  51  Comstock  NY  12821.  i 

Seeking  correspondence  with  gay 
men.  Am  lonely  in  here.  Will  answer 
all.  William  NELSON,  49861, 
Apt.4M19,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 
Moundsvllle  WV  26041. _ 

Lovable,  caring,  sharing  andj 

understanding  man,  looking  for 
contact.  John  SPAULDING.  293258, 
Box  777,  Monroe  WA  98272. _  I 

I'm  down  and  doing  time.  Need  lots  I 

of  lines  to  keep  my  mind.  Please 
send  a  SASE  and  pic  If  you  can. 
Taney  COBERLY,  31869,  Box  2,  Lans-| 
Ing  KS  66043. 
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November  16 
to 

November  25 

16  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  films:  Abortion: 
North  &  South  and  Business  of  Hunger. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  $2.75.  Also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  7:30PM.  Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association.  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.  8PM.  Film  will  be  shown.  All 
welcome. 

Boston  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer,  an  acoustic 
duet.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
9PM.  $3. 

Charlestown  —  Inspirational  Stories  of 
Women  from  the  Holocaust,  by  Jennifer 
Justice.  Charlestown  Working  Theater,  442 
Bunker  Hill  St.  (Sullivan  T-stop).  8PM.  $8. 
Playing  through  11/24.  Info:  242-3534. 

17  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Bright  Morning  Star  in  con¬ 
cert  to  benefit  Gay  Community  News.  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  8PM.  $5  advance,  $7 
at  door  (more  if/less  if).  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Eleanor  Smeal  to  speak  at 
Boston  NOW  Campus  Campaign.  Science. 
Center  B,  Harvard  Univ.  3PM.  Info: 
661-6015. 

Medford  —  Women’s  Video  Collective  to 

show  film  from  Women's  Conference  in 
Nairobi.  Wessel  Library  Audio-Visual  Rm., 
Tufts  Univ.  7PM. 

Watertown  —  Harriet  Hosmer  Hop,  Gays  & 
Lesbians  of  Watertown's  1st  anniversary 
dance  with  DJ.  First  Parish,  Unitarian.  $4 
in  advance  only.  Info:  924-6044, 
926-5371,  469-0088. 

Brookline  —  Lesbian  potluck:  meet 
neighbors  and  develop  community.  Info: 
566-2558. 

Cambridge  —  Judith  Brown,  author  of  Im¬ 
modest  Acts:  The  Life  of  a  Lesbian  Nun  in 
Renaissance  Italy.  New  Words  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St.  2-4PM.  Info: 
876-5310. 

Newburyport  —  Reception  and  Fundraiser 
for  GLAD,  with  Kevin  Cathcart,  featured 
speaker.  Rogers  &  Whitney  Gallery,  37  Pro¬ 
spect  St.  4-6PM.  $5. 

Boston  —  New  England  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Veterans.  7:30PM.  Also  on  11/19.  Info: 
263-8846  or  232-6208. 

Waltham  —  Tracy  Chapman,  acoustic 
music.  Brandeis  Univ.  coffeehouse. 
10:30PM. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Potluck  and  discussion  for 
disabled  lesbians.  2PM.  Info:  524-1890. 


18  monday 

Lowell  —  Department  of  Public  Health 
forum  on  AIDS.  Smith  Baker  Center,  Mer- 
rimac  St.  7-9PM.  Info:  727-0049. 

19  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  State  Workers  opposed  to  the 
Governor’s  Foster  Care  Policy  meeting,  City 
Council  Chambers,  City  Hall  (Congress  St. 
door),  6-7:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  Fanny  Howe  reading  her  fic¬ 
tion  &  Ruth  Whitman  reading  her  poetry. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St., 
Inman  Square.  7:30PM.  $2. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Constituency  of 
the  Rainbow  Coalition  general  meeting. 
7:30PM.  Everyone  welcome.  Info: 
522-6283. 


Barbara  Smith,  Nov.  21 

Marblehead  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  Thanksgiving  potluck  dinner. 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  25  Mugford 
St.,  7-1 0PM.  Free,  reservations  man¬ 
datory.  Info:  Doug  or  Joe,  639-1398. 

Boston  —  Rainbow  Coalition  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Constituency,  general  meeting.  7:30PM. 
Everyone  welcome.  Info:  Malkah, 
364-5938. 

20  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Audre  Lorde  on  Boston  Network 
News,  Cable  Channel  A3.  Video  tape  from 
“Naming,  Claiming,  Changing’’  series. 
8PM.  Info:  424-7292. 

Cambridge  —  “Silent  Pioneers,”  a  film 
about  gay  people  &  aging.  Common  Room, 
Vanderbilt  Hall,  Harvard  Medical  School, 
Avenue  Louis  Pasteur.  12:30PM.  Free. 

Boston  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting,  topic  “Internalized 
Homophobia.”  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  7PM.  Info:  497-9555. 

Newton  —  AIDS:  A  Legal  Frontier, 

speakers  and  discussion.  Boston  College 
Law  School,  Stuart  Hall,  Rm.  411. 7:30PM. 
Free  admission  and  refreshments. 


Cambridge  —  Guitarist  Nancy  Vogl. 

Passim,  49  Palmer  St.  8:30PM.  $4.50.  In¬ 
fo:  492-7679. 


Gerry  Studds,  Nov.  22 


21  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Drop-in  discussion  group  for 
women  with  incest  histories.  Topic: 
“Parenting  Ourselves.”  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info:  492-1818. 

Boston  —  “Women  Workers,  ’  ’  a  workshop 
in  Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy’s 
Series:  Women  of  Color  Leading  the  Way. 
Roxbury  Community  College,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.,  Rm.  205A.  7:30PM.  $5.  Info: 
524-7710  or  445-3773. 


Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  monthly 
meeting.  Codman  Sq.  Library.  7PM.  Info: 
288-4367  or  288-9155. 

Waltham  —  Barbara  Smith  “Coalition 
Building  in  the  ’80s:  A  Black  Feminist 
Perspective.”  Brandeis  Univ.,  Lown  Aud. 
7PM. 

22  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 

Dinner  Dance.  Honorees:  May  Sarton  & 
Marion  Barry.  Presentations:  Elaine  Noble, 
Gerry  Studds,  and  Barney  Frank.  $150.  In¬ 
fo:  HRCF,  Box  1430,  Boston  02117  or 
524-0804. 

Marblehead  —  North  Shore  Gay/Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  bulb  party.  Barry  and 
John’s,  90  Green  St.  1-5PM.  Info: 
745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  Madre  Fundraising  Dance  for 
Nicaragua  hospital.  First  Congregational 
Church,  11  Garden  St.  8PM-1AM.  $4. 
Drug/alcohol-free  space  for  women.  Info: 
522-7884. 


23  Saturday 

Arlington  —  Women’s  Spirituality  Group 

potluck  to  be  followed  by  trip  to  see  Kate 
Clinton  perform.  4PM.  Info:  Dee, 
646-4014. 

Cambridge  —  Self-Defense  Workshop  by 

the  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of  Karate  & 
Self-Defense.  1-4:30PM.  Info:  522-9821. 

Boston  —  Herpes  Symposium.  8:30AM-all 
day.  $35  health  professionals,  $10  HELP 
members,  $15  non-HELP  members.  Info: 
Boston  HELP  Group,  P.0.  Box  1027,  Back 
Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Dance. 

Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  9-1AM. 
$4.  D.J.  Free  childcare.  Drug/alcohol-free 
space. 

Boston  —  Political  Forum  on  Grassroots 
Organizing  in  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Communi¬ 
ty.  Northeastern  Univ.  Ell  Cntr.  Ballroom,  360 
Huntington  Ave.  11AM-5PM.  Info: 
262-0327,  725-4849  or  265-0358. 


24  Sunday 

Boston  —  Men’s  Groups  Forming.  Boston 
Men’s  Center,  59  Bay  State  Rd.,  Kenmore 
Sq.  Potluck  supper  6PM,  sample  group, 
9PM.  Info:  247-4056. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Neighborhood 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  potluck.  6PM.  Info: 
David,  497-6197. 

New  Bedford  —  James  Taylor  concert  to 

benefit  Studds  for  Congress  Committee. 
Zeiterion  Theatre,  684  Purchase  St.  9PM. 
$18.50.  Info:  994-2900  or  659-7556. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  annual  Thanksgiving 
dinner  for  women  and  children.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
6PM.  $8,  $7  members,  $3  kids  under  10. 
Boys  under  1 2  welcome.  Not  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info:  661-3633. 

25  monday 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  In¬ 
terfaith  Coalition  Thanksgiving  Service. 
Speaker:  Lourdes  Rodriguez.  Music: 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  7:30PM.  Info: 
742-2100. 

Boston  —  Freedom  Trial  Band  practice. 

Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  7th  Floor.  7:30PM. 
!  All  skill  levels  welcome.  Info:  367-3298, 
I  876-5099. 


note  this! 

An  Early  Frost  a  made-for-TV  movie 
by  NBC  productions.  Directed  by  John  Er- 
man  with  Aidan  Quinn,  Gena  Rowlands,  Ben 
Gazzara,  and  Sylvia  Sidney.  Premiere  broad¬ 
cast,  Nov.  11. 

Finally,  two  hours  of  prime-time  TV 
have  been  devoted  to  a  movie  featuring 
characters  coming  to  terms  with  the 
AIDS  epidemic.  Unfortunately,  almost 
all  those  characters  are  straight. 

An  Early  Frost  presents  sympathetic 
portraits  of  the  parents,  grandmother, 
and  sister  of  Michael,  a  closeted  gay 
man  who  must  divulge  his  sexuality 
when  he  comes  home  after  being 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  Michael’s  lover, 
Peter,  is  also  featured,  but  almost  in  an 
off-camera  role.  The  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  is  referred  to  only  by  allusion. 

If  the  NBC  poll  aired  after  the  movie 
is  true,  then  a  TV  movie  which  urges 
straights  to  support  gay  men  with  AIDS 
is  imperative.  (According  to  the  poll, 
20-30  percent  of  Americans  think  they 
can  contract  AIDS  through  casual  con¬ 
tact,  “take  precautions  at  work” 
against  contracting  AIDS,  wouldn’t 
send  their  kids  to  school  with  a  child 
with  AIDS,  and  support  employers  who 
fire  people  with  AIDS.)  NBC  is  to  be 
commended  for  this  sentimental  lec¬ 
ture  on  the  safety  of  hugging  people 
with  AIDS.  Even  this  simple  a  message 
is  made  profound  by  the  sheer  numbers 
of  households  which  will  first  learn  it 
through  this  movie. 

Still,  there  are  problems  with  Early 
Frost.  The  movie  takes  a  side-long 
glance  at  the  gay  men’s  community,  in¬ 
itially  represented  by  an  offscreen  cou¬ 
ple  who  break  a  dinner  date  with 
Michael  and  Peter  after  they  learn  of 
Michael’s  diagnosis.  The  second  swipe 
at  the  community  is  Michael’s 
hysterical  comment,  “We  both  knew 
what  was  going  on  out  there”  (em¬ 
phasis  added),  when  he  learns  that 
Peter  tricked  a  couple  of  times  during 
their  two  years  together.  The  third  and 
last  reference  to  any  other  gay  men 
comes  with  Peter’s  description  of  the 
party  they’ll  throw  when  Michael  comes 
home.  (Oh,  those  dangerously 
friviolous  gay  men.)  The  enormous, 
organized  gay/lesbian  AIDS  response 
might  easily  have  been  represented  by 
one  shot  of  Peter  on  the  phone  to  the 
local  AIDS  hotline. 

Another  indication  of  Early  Frost’s 
skewed  viewpoint  is  the  unrepresen¬ 
tative  sample  of  men  portrayed  in  the 
AIDS  counseling  group  Michael  must 
attend  when  hospitalized.  The  queen 
character  is  first  portrayed  as 
courageous,  but  by  the  end  his  death  is 
played  for  pity.  A  “straight”  man  who 
“got  AIDS  from  a  prostitute”  is  includ¬ 
ed,  but  there  are  no  junkies  and  only 
one  Black  man.  The  movie’s  class  bias 
is  revealed  by  one  glance  at  the  ultra¬ 
modern  apartment  of  the  lovers.  Here 
again  the  queen’s  poverty  is  played  for 
upper-class  pity,  rather  than  rage. 

The  movie’s  most  disturbing  inac¬ 
curacy  came  straight  from  the  mouth  of 
the  AIDS  specialist.  When  Michael 
asks  about  sex  after  diagnosis,  the 
doctor  tells  him  touching  and  hugging 
are  fine,  but  sex  with  his  boyfriend  is 
out.  Of  course,  prime-time  can’t  be  as 
explicit  as  a  safe  sex  brochure,  but  it 
would  have  been  easy  to  have  the  doc¬ 
tor  say,  “Sex  is  okay  so  long  as  it’s 
within  these  guidelines.  Read  this  list 
and  play  in  health.” 

For  all  these  criticisms,  I’m  glad  An 
Early  Frost  is  out.  At  least  it  will  give 
straight  people  a  push  toward  dealing 
with  the  homophobia  that  has  exacer¬ 
bated  the  AIDS  crisis.  It’s  got  good  ac¬ 
ting,  sympathetic  characters,  and  a 
liberal  message  about  loving  people 
with  AIDS,  and  all  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  by  extension.  I’m  just  disap¬ 
pointed  this  love  is  born  out  75f  pity  for 
the  consequences  of  differences, 
rather  than  the  identification  with  and 
appreciation  for  that  difference. 

—  Loie  Hayes 
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